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Abstract

The Literary Response of Hangang School in Daegu during the

Japanese Invasion of 1592

Jeong, Woo—Rak

Hangang School in Daegu region was established within the influence of
Yeongnam School, which was formed based on the thoughts of Yi Hwang
and Josik, triggered by the growth of Sarim faction represented by Kim Jong-
jik and his disciples. The academic circle led by Chae Eung-rin accepted
early disciples including Gwak Jae-gyeom and Seo Sa-won with the appearance
of Jeong Gu to form Hangang School in Daegu. The school injected academic
superiority and legitimacy in Daegu region, which was getting isolated politically
and academically after the mid-Joseon Dynasty, and the confidence resulting
from that had a profound impact on rightous army movement.

Experiences of the Japanese invasion of 1592 were described in diaries
and poems. As shown by The Diary of Nakjae by Seo Sa-won, diaries explicitly
show experiences of the invasion in Daegu region using factual information.
Poems also played a critical role in demonstrating the shocks from the invasion.
Poems at the time had the following themes: public spirit raised by the covenant
in Palgongsan Mountain: comfort for those who were killed or injured in the
invasion; sentiments of patriotism: desire for the restoration of peaceful daily
life based on Confucian thoughts; and refugees' longing for hometown.

Hangang School's literary response to the war could be practiced concretely
because the school constantly emphasized reading and recording amid the
war and developed actual experiences into literature by raising rightous army
forces with appealing writing. This was the natural result from the engagement
between the maturity of Yeongnam School and the academic trend of
Hangang School. This result was possible as Hangang School emphasized
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practicing in society what had been learned while focusing on study of mind
and study of ritual

the Japanese invasion of 1592, Daegu region, Hangang School, literary
response, rightous army movement
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