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Hyeonpung Hyeon Mayor Kim Seryeom’s Compiling Posanji in 1635

Lee, Jae—Doo

Posanji#2758-1), which is kept in the National Library of Korea, is a
record of Hyeonpung Hyun, in the mid-Joseon dynasty. This record comprises
69 sheets of paper with 137 pages of manuscript with 45 items. The red
stamp on the cover of the book shows that its owner was Park Chimun, who
was the mayor of the Hyeonpung Hyun from 1741 to 1745.

According to Posanji, Pungyeongdae Stone Monument was named on May
16, 1634. The historic records after the poetry recital section of the book
shows that the poems were shortened from the original ones. In the Appreciation
Monument of Kim Seryeom, which remained in Hyeonpung Myeon, was recorded
that it was he who compiled Posanji.

From these records, it seems Kim Seryeom was indeed the main compiler
of Posanji. He possessed such excellent writing skills that he was sent to
Japan as a diplomat less than a year after he left his post as Hyeonpung
Hyeon mayor. Posanji was compiled around 1635(the 13th Year of King Injo)
but begun sometime in 1634.

We can see traces of the Northerners who were leading Hyeonpung society.
The local community’s effort to promote Bae Shin, Jo Sik’s disciple, was not
accepted. Bae Shin was a teacher of Park Seoung, Kwak Yul and Kwak Jun.
Despite the fact that local figures in Hyeonpung in the past were deeply
connected academically to Jo Sik, Kim Seryeom and certain Hyeonpung gentries
connected local famous people and geographical information to Kim Goengpil,
Lee Hwang and Jeong Gu.
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Kwak Yul, Park Seong, Kwak Jun and Kwak Jaewoo raised volunteer armies
during the Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592. Kwak Jun was rewarded by the
government as a hero of the Hwangseok Wall battle. A piece of the Kwak
Jaewoo biography section in the Posanji was lost, but it was written by Bae
Daeyu who was Jo Sik's disciple and led the Decrowning of the Queen
Movement during the Prince Gwanghae period. The commentary at the back of
the Kwak Jaewoo biography recorded that Kwak Jaewoo wrote the opposing
appeal to put Prince Yeongchang to death. This was their plan to avoid the
impetuously harsh charge from the critical forces under King Injo’s rule when
treason was prevalent.

In summary Posanji was the result of Kim Seryum and Hyeonpung gentry’s
struggle to survive who were pro-Northerner Southerners. They made a
connection with the major Southerners in the central government and promoted
local scholars so that they would not become a scapegoat of treason.

Posanji"ti1li&s), Hyeonpung Hyeon(XJEER), Kim Seryeom(<:tHi), Pro—Northers
Southerner(lt A% FA), Bae Shin(FEfl), Jeong Gu(fhik), Kwak Jaewoo (i)
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