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Abstract

Destruction of the Seongju County Gazette, <Gyeongsanji> and

the Political Implications Thereof

Park, In—Ho

<Gyeongsanji>, the name given to the Seongju County Gazette (eupji), was
compiled by Yi Wonjeong. In this regard, during the 16"-17" centuries were
a time in which such private compilations of county gazettes were common.
However, the wooden printing blocks of <Gyeongsanji> were set afire by the
Governor of Gyeongsang Province on the grounds that they were an affront
to the ancient sages from the Westerners faction (seoin). The contents of
<Gyeongsanji> also became an issue at the central government level. This
study analyzes the compilation process of the <Gyeongsanji> and the
characteristics of its contexts, as well as the periodic background to the
destruction of the gazette and the political implications thereof.

The Seongju County Gazette (eupji), <Gyeongsanji>, started to be compiled
by Yi Wonjeong in 1668 and was first published in 1677. However, the
Governor of Gyeongsang Province Yi Sueon ordered that the woodblock
printed books that made up <Gyeongsanji> be discarded in 1682 on the
grounds that they slandered the beneficent rule of Yi Yi, Jo Heon, Yun Dusu
and Jeong Cheol and fabricated tales about individuals such as Kim Sangheon,
Song Siyeol and Song Jungil.

This incident was closely related to the factional strife that prevailed at
the time. Yi Wonjeong was identified as the central figure behind the submission
of the appeal by the Southerners faction (namin) from the Yeongnam region
regarding ritual controversies during the reign of King Hyeonjong. Furthermore,
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Yi was also regarded by the Westerners faction as the leader of the Southerners
group before the Westerners grasped political power in 1680 following the
reversal of the political situation in the year of Gyeongsin (Gyeongsin hwanguk).

In 1682, the Governor of Gyeongsang Province Yi Sueon proclaimed that
the descriptions of these events rendered by the Westerners faction in the
<Gyeongsanji> were intentional distortions of the truth. This anger led him to
call for the incineration of the woodblock printed books. A disciple of Song
Siyeol, Yi Sueon actively supported the Westerners faction from the Yeongnam
region’s efforts to enter central politics during his term as Governor of
Gyeongsang Province.

Yi Sueon’s destruction of <Gyeongsanji> in 1682 occurred in conjunction
with the establishment of the Sangdeoksa Shrine as a base for the Westerners
in Daegu and the emergence of the political vortex related to the handling of
the disgraceful deaths of members of the Southerners groups during the
fight that erupted between the Southerners (namin) and Old Doctrine (noron)
factions within the Indong Jang clan. This decision can as such be regarded
as a direct outcome of the hardline policy that was adopted against the
Southerners faction in the Yeongnam region.

The context surrounding the destruction of <Gyeongsanji> was modified
and even deleted altogether in ensuing versions of gazettes compiled in
Seongju. The fact that the discourse on the destruction and incineration of
<Gyeongsanji> had its roots in politics serves as an example of the ideological
exclusiveness that surrounded the political factions during the reign of King
Sukjong.

<Gyeongsanji>, <Seongjuji>, <Seongsanji>, private compilation of county
gazette, Sangdeoksa
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