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Abstract

The Compilation and Significance of Master Hangang’s Inquiries
about and Answers to the Four Ceremonial Manners Grouped into
Similar Categories

Nam, Jae—Ju

This study examines Master Hangang's Inquiries about and Answers to
Four Ceremonial Manners Grouped into Similar Categories: its compilation
process, system, contents, characteristics and significance. This book includes
inquiries about and answers to manners by Gu Jeong(1543~1620) whose pen
name was Hangang. He was an exceptional scholar studying ceremonial
manners of the Joseon Dynasty in the 17" century, and also a leading master
of studying ceremonial manners of the Yeongnam area. This compiled book
focuses on the inquiries about and answers to manners included in the
Hangang Collection of Writings by Hangang, along with his inquiries about
and answers to ceremonial manners found in other books, organizing the
systems of the four ceremonial manners about coming of age, weddings,
funerals, and ancestral memorial services. The book is very important in
terms of the following.

First, the book selected and compiled the inquiries about and answers to
the four ceremonial manners found in Hangang Collection of Writings, showing
Gu Jeong's view on those manners intensively and clearly.

Second, the book made it easy for descendants to practice ceremonial
manners. It established detailed content lists in the order of the four ceremonial
manners, put down inquiries about and answers to ceremonial manners
according to the corresponding rituals, and presented concrete criteria on
which to settle confusing or incidental manners confronting people in the
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course of practicing various rituals.

Third, the book includes manners of national funerals, many other minor
rituals, and a supplementary appendix in addition to the four ceremonial
manners. This reveals that Hangang extended the range of studying manners
to village and national rituals beyond family ceremonies, established the
frame of studying manners of the Joseon Dynasty, and at the same time,
prepared a turning point for studying manners.

Fourth, the book was compiled in the way of grouping similar categories,
which shows that studying manners in the Yeongnam area was developed in
the academic atmosphere of grouping similar contents, and dialectically
analyzing and compromising them.

Gu Jeong with the pen name of Hangang(¥] %), Master Hangang's
Inquiries about and Answers to Four Ceremonial Manners Grouped into
similar - Categories(" £/ PUiGRIZAH,), inquiries about and answers to
ceremonial manners(i&fi%), theories of ceremonial manners(i&it), manners
studies(iist)
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