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A Study on Lectures on Analects of Confircius by Sonam Shin Seong-gyu

Choi, Seok—Ki

This study set out to investigate the characteristics and significance of
Lectures on Analects of Confucius by Sonam Shin Seong-gyu through its analysis.
The main findings were summarized as follows:

Lectures on Analects of Confucius was Sonam'’s academic achievement to
which his lifelong enthusiasm was devoted. The study examined its characteristics
and significance in terms of system and content and drew the following
conclusions: as for its characteristics and significance in terms of form, first,
it was based on Collection of Analects of Confucius by Zhu Xi, modeled itself
on Geunsarok, and reorganized the system according to 17 topics. It deconstructed
and reorganized Analects of Confucius, thus presenting a very unique,
unprecedented case. Second, it divided Chapter 1 and placed it at the center
of content, which is significant in that it partially revised Analects of Confucius
with a focus on content. Third, it employed Daejeonbon Soju and theories of
Yuk Gu-yeon and Gui Yu-gwang when necessary while it was mainly based
on Collection of Analects of Confucius by Zhu Xi, which indicates that he
accepted various theories broadly instead of following only those of Collection
of Analects of Confucius. Fourth, he mainly chose and employed the old
theories whose main purports were revealed, which is significant in that he
made a choice again among the theories of Collection of Analects of Confucius.
Finally, he added his own opinions and thus interpreted the main purports
with more depth, which is significant in that he invented a new Uiri based
on the old theories.

As for its characteristics and significance in terms of content, first, it
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interpreted the meanings of the body in a more profound and clearer fashion,
which is significant in that it supplemented the lacking aspects of the old
interpretations and provided clearer or more profound interpretations of
main purports. Second, it presents many independent inventions of Uiri, which
include the ones that interpreted the main purports through self-complacency,
interpreted the main purports with an emphasis on the context, or explored
the unexpressed main purports. It is significant in that it invented new Uiri
or main purports that the previous scholars could not shed light on. Finally,
it offers many different interpretations from Collection of Analects of Confucius,
which includes different interpretations from the theories of Jeongja and Zhu
Xi or Jegaseol and theories other than Collection of Analects of Confucius. It
is significant in that Sonam proposed different opinions and accepted different
theories in his Lectures on Analects of Confucius instead of merely following
the theories of Collection of Analects of Confucius, thus becoming wider and
more diverse in interpretations.

Those interpretative characteristics of Zectures on Analects of Confucius
hold the following significance in the history of Chinese classics studies: first,
it is the only work that deconstructed the old Analects of Confucius and
reorganized it based on the system of Geunsarok. Not only is it unique to
Korea, but it also presents unprecedented interpretations in the interpretative
history of Analects of Confucius. Second, it chose and employed the theories
fit for the main purports based on Collection of Analects of Confucius by
Zhu Xi, which reveals his intention to understand the main purports clearly
by selecting among the many theories of Collection of Analects of Confucius
again. Third, it employed various theories, not restricted to Collection of Analects
of Confucius by Zhu Xi, which explains why he tried to do interpretations
from a broader perspective in the middle of the academic tradition of absolute
trust only in the theories of Zhu Xi. Finally, it interpreted the main purports
in-depth or invented Uiri independently, thus expanding the horizon of
interpretations of Analects of Confucius considerably, which opens a new
way of thinking that Analects of Confucius can be re-interpreted from a new
perspective as much as one wants even in modern times.
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