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Abstract

Shrine as a Place of Practicing Confucian Ideology

Kim, Mi—Young

Scholars in Joseon society embraced it as their loftiest goal to acquire
and practice Neo-Confucian knowledge in their daily lives. Of such efforts,
the practice of the customary family formalities was the main means of
securing the clan’s social profile in the village community. For such reasons,
scholars constructed shrines based on the customary family formalities,
enshrined the mortuary tablets of four-generation ancestors there, and faithfully
performed the duty of holding ancestral rites. According to studies on the
ceremonial lives of scholars in the region of Yeongnam in the 17th century,
such ancestral memorial services, which were held on ancestral death dates,
were held dozen times a year in February, May, August, and November which
are the middle months of the four seasons, respectively. Scholars lived a
shrine-centered life as they practiced the daily pre-dawn memorial service,
the memorial services for going out and incoming, seasonal rites, non-regular
rites, and special rites.

As such, the shrine, which played a central role in practicing rites,
tended to increasingly expand its functions as the Confucian family ideology
settled in Joseon society, and such practice is seen as the hierarchical
establishment of clan rules. They established tabernacles within the shrine
based on the customary family formalities to serve their four-generation
ancestors, thereby thoroughly practicing the principle of the clan rule of
serving only the four-generation ancestors, which duty was assigned to the
branch clans. Such hierarchical order applied to relatives within the branch
clans. For instance, the grandfather was more respected than the father, the
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great-grandfather was more respected than the grandfather, and the great-
great grandfather was more respected than the great grandfather. Thus, the
clan, which originated in the same great-great grandfather, put the first
priority on the shrine where the great-great grandfather’s ancestral tablet
was enshrined. Likewise, a number of branch clans respected the head clan,
and thus were united, and from such practice, a gigantic clan order emerged.

Shrine, family shrine, clan rule, tabernacle, ancestral tablet
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