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Confucian Ideal Society Pursued by Seonbi during Early Chosun

Lee, Soo—hwan

The topic of this study is seonbi during early Chosun and is going to
look into Confucian ideal society that they pursued then. The seonbi in
Chosun generally refers to the sadaebu during late Goryeo and early Chosun.
Concerning the foundation of Chosun Dynasty, they were divided into Gwanhakpa
and Sahakpa, and then, after the Sejojeongbyeon, they were separated into
Hungupa and Sarimpa. The aspects of seonbi, the topic of this paper, are
more distinctly found in Sarimpa as the force criticizing the hungu force
that ruled in the 16th century.

In this period, the sarim force exhibited several characteristics differently
from the ruling power. The key points are that (1) they pursued Dohak politics
to found a politically Confucian ideal state, and this was genuinely started
from Jo Gwangjo. (2) In the point that the academic activities were done on
the residing ground of hyangchon, they were strongly characterized by the
color of hangdang(#f#). Their major concern over the matters of hyangchon
was to reorganize the previous Goryeo's ijok(#i)-centered hyangchon society
that was based on Buddhism and eumsa(iEiit!) into the Confucian system of
hyangchon order centered around sajok(4:j%). For this, they developed the
Yuhangso Restoration Movement and also Hyangyak-Seowon Distribution
Movement in order to spread practical, new-Confucian ethics including fJujagarye
(RFFik)s, "Sohak(/]M);, Hyangsarye(#41i%), or Hyangeumjurye(#ekisid). (3)
They transmitted and practiced the notion of Jeolui(fiz§) as the pretext of
new-Confucianism. (4) They also promoted the Munmyojongsa Movement to
solidify their academic legitimacy to justify their reign. This study has arranged
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the aspects of the sarim force in that period with the four characteristics
above.

Jo Gwangjo(GiYGil), Toegye(ii#%2), Hayang Heossi(#F5%#1%), Dongbangohyeon
(7)), Munmyojongsa(CCifei)
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