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Abstract

Seonbi’s Spirit behind Raising Militias during the Japanese Invasion
of 1592 and Militia Activities

Woo, In—Soo

This study identified the spirit behind raising militias by analyzing the
appeals and circular letters seonbi, or virtuous Confucian scholars of the
Joseon Dynasty, wrote to raise militias during the Japanese invasion of 1592,
and regarded in them the spirits of seonbi. Furthermore, the study examined
seonbi's militia activities based on the spirits of seonbi and tried to attach
meaning to the activities.

The materials used for the analysis here included a total of 41 written
appeals and circular letters carried in Nanjung Jabrok. Out of the 41 works,
34, or about 83 percent of the entire works, were created in the year 1592
alone. This confirms that in the early days of the Japanese invasion of 1592,
militias were actively raised, performing positive functions. Through the
analysis of the key words in the written appeals and circular letters, the
motive for raising militias could be guessed, and, based on the motive, the
spirits of seonbi, which affected the raising of militias could be identified.

The identified spirits of seonbi consisted of great cause, loyalty, serving
one’s country, responsibility and revenge. These five spirits were not different
but correlated. Seonbi's raising militias was a manifestation of their spirits.
That is, their militia activities were the realization and application of their
spirits in reality. The militia activities, which showed a right direction for the
community to follow, were what leaders were required to perform. Although
the cause of raising militias was reasonable, one was required to have a good
reputation to raise and lead militias composed of ordinary people. Seonbi had
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such reputation as they always tried to lead a studious and virtuous life.

Seonbi's militia activities in the early days of the Japanese invasion of
1592 gave a glimmer of hope to the nation going into decline. Being aware of
the importance of militias, the Joseon government encouraged the raising of
militias to wage all out war against Japanese forces and overcome the national
crisis. That is, seonbi's militia activities became a hope that could save the
falling nation. Their militia activities served as momentum uniting all the
people who were estranged from the government. In addition, they reversed
the flow of the war, which was developing favorably for Japan. Thanks to
militia activities, the Joseon government was able to have time to improve its
military system and collect and rearrange government troops on land. Although
militia activities had a positive effect only for a short period and did not
achieve much in terms of military aspects, it is certain that they played a
crucial role for the survival of the nation.

Seonbi, the spirit of seonbr militia, militia during the Japanese invasion of
1592, written appeal, spirit behind raising militia
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