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Abstract

Ryu Seong-Ryong’s Role in the Split into Namin and Bukin Party

Woo, In-Soo

This study divided the process of the split into Namin and Bukin Party
from the Dongin Party during the reign of King Seonjo in Joseon into three
stages: conflicts within the Dongin Party, the split due to the deteriorating
conflicts, fixation of confrontations. Focusing in particular on the roles of
Ryu Seong-ryong in each stage, the study set out to demonstrate his influences
and status.

The period of Namin-Bukin conflicts within the Dongin Party lasted from
the 13th year of King Seonjo's reign to the 22nd year of his reign before the
outbreak of Gichukoksa, which seemed to have caused Dongin to split between
Namin and Bukin. Confrontations between Namin and Bukin became fixed as
Ryu lost his position after the extensive attacks of Bukin in the 3Ist year of
King Seonjo's reign and the Bukin administration was established.

Going through the process of the split between Namin and Bukin Parties,
Ryu was initially a central figure of Dongin and later held the status of
leader of Namin. Various kinds of good conditions and qualifications aided
him in taking a central position. He had such outstanding talents that he
established himself as the best pupil of Lee Hwang. Based on the conditions,
he secured a broad network of supports including his predecessors, alumni,
and pupils. He passed the civil service examination, started a career in
public offices, and finally was appointed to Yeonguijeong, the highest position
in public offices, which was a good condition for him to secure representativeness.
During the Japanese invasion of Joseon in 1592, he successfully straightened
out the national crisis and overcame the war as Yeonguijeong, an element
good enough to grant him symbolism.

At the end of the war, he was forced to leave his position and rank due
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to the persistent attacks of Bukin and retired to the country, dramatic aspects
of his that worked to imprint his strong image as the leader of Namin. His
presence as an important figure combined with his pitiful and unfair situation
of being forced to leave his position and rank helped him leave even stronger
impressions in the memory of his contemporary people.

Ryu Seong-ryong, Dongin Party, Namin Party, Split into Namin and Bukin
Party, Gichukoksa(ZRiE)

S IY :2014.6.30. AARREEY 1 2014.8.12. AAAEY 1 2014.8.12.
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