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Abstract

On the Thoughts and Activities of Poongsan Ryu Families
(Byeongyu, /Eff) in the Late 19th Century

Kim, Do—Hyung

In the late Chosun period, Poongsan Ryu were one of the most prestigious
families of Yeongnam province. As the descendants of Ryu Woon-ryong(#1€
g6, 1539~1601) and Ryu Sung-ryong(#igi#e, 1542~1607), their academic genealogy
was formed by passing down family scholarship based on Toegye(Z&, 1501~
1570)'s scholastic mantle. In spite of Noron(Old Doctrine)’s political hindrance,
a sizable number of Poongsan Ryu family served as government officials.
Having Yeonguijeong(Chief State Councillor) Ryu Sung-ryong as an ancestor,
Poongsan Ryu were proud to be hereditary royal subjects; and this influenced
on their family scholarship, governance theory and political decision. Poongsan
Ryu developed scholarship that morally and practically carries out Toegye's
teachings, and also focused on assisting King to study Sage Learning and to
become a Sage king.

In the late 19" century, Taewongun appointed Ryu Hoojo, a member of
Namin(Southerners), as Jwaurjeong(Second State councillor) in consequence
of the policy of balancing the power of Andong Kim and Pungyang Cho clans.
This led Yeongnam WNamin, including Poongsan Ryu to politically support
Taewongun's policies. Whereas, Yeongnam Namin were divided into two different
schools; Seoae school(Poongsan Ryu, or Byeongyu) and Hakbong school(Hoyu).
Poongsan Ryu and Hoyu disagreed upon certain issues according to their
academic affiliation. While Poongsan Ryu tepidly opposed to the removal of
sowon, they eagerly participated in making petition to bring back Taewongun.
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Moreover Poongsan Ryu did not completely reject the government policy of
modernization even while they maintained the position of ‘Reject Heterodoxy'
(chuksa). Also, they were not very enthusiastic about participating in petitions
against "Chosun Chaengnyak; or the Righteous army's movements. Nor did
they convert to the Enlightment movement, while some of Namin did. The
main factors that influenced their political behavior were the family scholarship
which regarded individual's moral practice very highly, and their consciousness
as the hereditary royal subjects: because of these factors, Poongsan Ryu
could not help but be cautious about expressing ideas or taking collective
action against the government.

Poongsan Ryu, Ryu Sung-ryong, Ryu Hoo—jo, The Lineage of Saesin,
Byeongho dispute, Byeongyu
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