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Abstract

The Figuration Method about Death in Mansi(#455)
by Woobok Jeong Gyeong-se

Son, Yu—din

This paper aims to study the figuration method and attitude of
the poet, Woobok Jeong Gyeong-se(1563-1633), a prominent scholar
in the mid-Joseon Dynasty, towards a death in his monody. In
“Woobokjib", a collection of his poems, there were around 190 chinese
poems, and 42 monodies under 38 subtitles, which makes up about 20
% of his poems.

Like characteristics of other general monodies with fixed poetic
words and expressions, in terms of describing the deceased, in
Woobok's poetry, similar kinds of traditional events and poetic
expressions were found in a cut-and-dried manner, and, likewise, the
manner of developing the story appeared conventional. That is, when
he wrote a monody from the position of a public officer, he described
the deceased’s personality, as well as his own emotions about him. In
describing events, he wrote in the general style in the time, yet, at
the same time, in describing the deceased, he used proper idioms in
accordance with the situation with the consideration for the dead. By
the use of figuration of idioms, he enhanced the dead person’s official
or social position, and, by adding his own memories, he overcame the
cliche in the poetry.

However, when it was about his close kith and kin, due to the
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conventional aspect of the genre itself, its form was constructed in a
general way: evaluation about the person and his personal feelings,
but contents were far different from the others mentioned above. In
other words, all the memories of the deceased mourned in the
monodies would only be completed when all collected memories of him
were combined, just like understanding a narrative work. Considering
the characteristics of the genre of monody, he was not be able to
express all his griefs about the memories of the person and his death
into the work, but we could see that he tried to explain the
connection between the dead and himself, which might had been be
longer than 10 years.

Based on all this evidences, when Woobok wrote a poem dependent
on his friendship with the deceased, he positioned the connection
with the person in the front part of his poetry in order to avoid
using cliche. In addition, he attempted to overcome the limitations of
the genre with the support of added concreteness: quotations of
traditional events relating to the situation and annotation of line.
Therefore, his intentions in his creativity can only be completely
understood with the effort of additional reading about the dead in a
relevant collection or other records, and then only the characteristics

of the work can stand out.

Jeong Gyeong—se, Mansi(##z%), Death, conventional, concreteness,

lyricism
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