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Abstract

The Age of Neo-confucianism and Zhu Xi’s fantastic Idea
- Searching for a Clue of Modernization of Neo-Confucianism -

Kim, Kyeong—Soo

In the twenty-first century, the impact of Confucianism has decreased.
It appears that Confucianism would be hard to retrieve its honor. Zhu
Xi played an important rele in the transition from Confucianism to
Neo-Confucianism. In this paper, I analyze the five fundamental intentions
of his works and the ideal type of Neo-Confucianism rules he desgigned.

He considered the manners of Confucianism collapsing. At that time,
manners of Taoism and Buddism were popular among people, and this
trend was so prevalent that even illustrious officials didn't take complex
manners from Confucianism. Thus, Zhu Xi published Garye(Family Rituals)
and minimized the manners of Confucianism. This may be the only way
he can bring original fans back to the Confucianism. He also has
written Geunsarok(Jin-si Lu) so that he made it possible for beginners
and countryside scholars to find the book worth reading as an introduction
to Neo-Confucianism. He let people follow the order he made in reading,
and he published So Hak(The minor Learning) in order that he had
children start to learn only from Confucianism. On the other hand, while
describing important points of Dae Hak(Great Learning) and Chung yong
(The Doctrine of the Mean), he completed the theory of self cultivation
not only as a goal of Neo-Confucianism and but also as steps to reach
its goal. He regarded himself as the master but this self-conceited mind

brought him hatred from political rivals and the emperor. His dream to
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unite the world into one way is theoretically achieved but it is actually
made by the unreasonable and fabricated way. However, he as a great
thinker was the only person who completed the comprehensive system
of Neo-Confucianism, and his thought has been widespread as the
mainstream for the past 700 years after him.

It is prerequisite for Confucianism to decide who does what from
other religions and thoughts. Confucianism can function as a guideline
for people in living in society. Furthermore, modeling the Confucian
leadership would be helpful for leaders of society. It is necessary to set
the standard of manners in minimum, but, it is impossible to force
people to follow the manners. In conclusion, Confucianism needs to
design the models of self cultivation, and to propagate some effective

programs like other religions to the society.

Confucianism, Neo—Confucianism, Cultivating self and governing people,
Scholar and lllustrious official, Scholar and the common people, Heresy,
Edification for propriety, Zhu Xi,
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