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Abstract

Neo-Confucian Thought of Sungwa Lee Yin-Jae
- Centered on the Analysis of Treatise of Ancient Greek Philosophy -

Lim, Jong—din

This study aims to analyze Neo-Confucian point of view of Sungwa
Lee Yin-Jae, a modern Neo-Confucian scholar of Youngnam area. Lee
Yin-Jae set forth his own standpoint on a variety of Neo-Confucian
subjects through the correspondence with other scholars as well as
through his articles included in his collection of works.

Particularly, in this study, centering around his book, Treatise of
Ancient Greek Philosophy, 1 am trying to figure out Lee Yin-Jae's Neo-
Confucian thought. It is due to the fact that Lee Yin-Jae, in this
writing, had concluded that his analysis, critique, and evaluation of
ancient occidental philosophy along with Neo-Confucianism taken as the
standard of truth would reveal more obviously his own point of view on
Neo-Confucianism.

The results of my analysis are summarized as follows: We can judge
that basically Lee Yin-Jae had consented to the academic theories of
Chu Hsi, and Lee Hwang, but also succeeded the juli theory of Hanjoo
School following the lines of Lee Jin-Sang and Gwak, Jong-seok. Also,
being associated with the social situations of his times, to be noted is
the fact that Lee Yin-Jae had emphasized a concrete practices of
Neo-Confucian principles along with the critical standpoint against the
existing Neo-Confucian academic climate centered on simple argument
only for theory itself.
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