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Abstract

The Composition and Characteristics of the Heads of Dosan

Seowon(F&1LEPE) in the Late Joseon Dynasty

Woo, In—Soo

This study examined the characteristics of the heads of Dosan
Seowon, a private Confucian academy, by analyzing those who served
as the head of the academy over the past three hundred years of the
late Joseon Dynasty. The head represented the academy and took
responsibility for all of the affairs related with the academy. As he
represented the academy, he was required to be equipped with
knowledge and virtue suitable for the position and was given authority
once elected. This study used Woniman(Feff%) and a variety of old
manuscripts as main materials and other historical records and
materials.

The researcher divided the three hundred years of the late Joseon
era into three one-century periods, then analyzed the characteristics of
the heads of the Dosan Seowon in each period. Through the analysis of
463 heads of the academy, the following results were acquired.

To begin with, the number of the heads of Dosan Seowon and their
service durations were examined. In the 18th century, their number
increased sharply, about three times that of the figure in the 17th
century. This trend continued and accelerated in the 19th century.
Meanwhile, the service durations of the heads shortened, forming a
negative association with the number of the heads. In the 17th century,
an average service duration reached two years. But the figure decreased
to 5.4 and 5.3 months in the 18th and 19th century respectively. This
was related to the intention to increase those who were favorable to
the academy by producing more of them.
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Next, a significant difference was detected in the head’s residential
district. In the 17th century, almost all heads of Dosan Seowon were
the residents of Yean(i%%), but in the 18th century, the proportion of
the heads from Yean dropped sharply to 56 percent. The figure, however,
rose slightly to 68 percent in the 19th century. In the 18th century,
those from Andong(%#) and other districts in the northern Gyeongsang
region were appointed as the head of the academy. The sight increase
of the heads from Yean in the 19th century reflected the reality in
which one from the Jinseong Lee clan had to take the position not the
enhanced dominance of those from Yean in the position.

The family names of the heads turned out to be an important
yardstick of changes in the characteristics of the heads of Dosan Seowon.
Of the heads of the academy in the 17th century, ones from the Gwangsan
Kim clan took the highest proportion, followed by ones from the Jinseong
Lee clan and the Bongwha Geum clan. Those from the three influential
clans in Yean-hyeon accounted for about 82 percent of the entire heads
in the 17th century. In the 18th century, however, the Jinseong Lee clan
produced more heads than the Gwangsan Kim clan, and the heads from
the three clans accounted for about 54 percent, showing the dominance
of three clans had weakened. In the 19th century, the proportion of the
heads from the Jinseong Lee clan surged, recording about 64 percent.
This reflected the reality in which ones from the Jinseong Lee clan had
taken the position. Another characteristic that newly appeared in the
19th century is that the governor of the Yean-hyeon played part of the
role of the head of the academy.

It is appraised that Dosan Seowon was well managed, responding
relatively well to generational change. This study looked into the difficulty
with managing the academy amid those changes through the analysis of
the composition of the heads. The various characteristics of the heads
found from the analysis represent the vivid history of the academy.
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Dosan Seowon, Head of Dosan Seowon, Composition of the Heads,
Yean—hyeon, Jinseong Lee clan
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