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Abstract

The Early 17th Century Debate on Uhnyigyonyinron in Chosun
and Its Political Meaning

Ham, Kyu—Jin

Ren(1=) and Yi(7) are both most fundamental ideas and values in
Confucianism. But sometimes, there will be conflicts between them. If
someone committed crimes and was found as the ruler’s close relative,
such conflicts could arise. We can hardly find clear and concrete answers
in Confucian canons and ancient history, so there should be political
and philosophical debates on these conflicts.

In early era of Chosun Dynasty, such conflicts could solved informally,
case by case, or by the principle of Uhnyigyomjinron(B3FEsw, Double
Optimization of Zn(#) and Y?). But in the early seventeenth century,
when King Kwanghaegun ruled, within the peculiar political climate, several
difficult debates were developed between hard-liners and moderates.

As a result, Uhnyigyvomjinron was misconstrued as Jeonuhnron(%2,
Unconditional Realization of Zn), and they understood this principle as
an expedient deviation from formal order and the norms of Y7. So ever
since, Uhnyigyomjinron or Jeonuhnron declined and passed away. It meant
a triumph of Yi principles over Ren, in every sectors of Chosun Society.
The failure of Uhnyigvomjinron did influenced the dwindling of the scope
of political philosopy of Chosun and the stiffening of Chosun Society and
Culture.
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Uhnyigyomyjinron, Jeonuhnron, King Kwanghaegun Era, Politics of Chosun
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