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Abstract

The Aspects of Coping with Modern Period in Jeong Yak-Yong(T#5#)
and Gong Zizhen(7RHE)’s Social Poems

Han, Mei

From the end of the 18th century to the first half of the 19th century,
both China and Korea came to the end of feudal society and suffered
acute social contradictions. Intellectuals started to search the way of
rescuing the country and the people, among whom Gong Zizhen and Jeong
Yak Yong were typical representatives who created lots of excellent
poems themed on the real society.

They both stressed the social functions of literature. Jeong emphasized
that poems should carry ‘people’s criticism of the rulers’ and have the
function of tactical expostulation and allegory, and Gong believed that
literature should “comment on politics”. Yet they followed different paths
in poem creation. Jeong exposed social problems by objective description
of the reality, while Gong frankly expressed emotional thoughts on political
affairs. Such difference should be remarkably attributed to their different
literary thoughts and personal temperaments as well as literary traditions
and social environments of the two countries.

Jeong Yak-Yong, Gong Zizhen, criticism of the rulers, comment on politics,
realistic description, emotional thoughts
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