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A Study on Sino-Korean Poetry of Ipjae(37.7%) Jeong Jong-no(#55w )

Lee, Hyang—Bae

Ipjae Jeong Jongno who had a great impact on the Confucian School
of Yeongnam in late Joseon Period left magnificent works in Sino-
Korean poetry. He set great store by letters carrying ‘the way and his
literature was grounded on scholarship. He recognized the utility of
good letters in communication of meaning and stressed realist description.

Ipjae felt responsible for getting the way across to young students,
since he was faithfully committed to wigijihak (‘energy-oriented universal
learning’) in pursuit of the way of a saint. So, he showed to his students
the steps to take in scholarly pursuit: cultivating the fundamentals,
sophrosyne and scientific learning.

Baekun (‘white cloud) that appears in Ipjae’s poetry is not just an
object of literary appreciation but also a symbol of diverse things. It
configures the poet's dwelling sitting on the border between the holy
and the secular and it also represents himself as well as his alter ego.
An analysis of his thirty-four baekun poems shows that the poet
created a network of various meanings through cloud, symbolizing the
dimension of ‘the way he was in pursuit of.

Ipjae would delight in imaginary amusement while reading travelogues.
As Ipjae loved to travel around mountains and rivers, he left many
sightseeing poems while touring around sights. He described the real
landscape of mountains and rivers in the poems with his own meaning
added to. Besides, Ipjae observed mountains and rivers and argued
through thinking of natural sciences.
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His pastoral poems showed well the portrait of Ipjae as a Korean
classical scholar who enjoyed ‘the way in Mother nature, away from
secular life. When inspired, Ipjae would recite plain rhetoric in poems
lauding landscape and record bona-fide rural life.

Ipjae Jeong Jong—no, realist description, cultivating the fundamentals,
sophrosyne, scientific learning, the way, white cloud, pastoral, rural life, real
landscape, secular, symbol
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