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Ubok(#&4K) Chung Kyung-se(##&1t)’s Philosophy and Politics

Jang, Seung—Koo

Ubok (#fk) Chung Kyung-se (85t 1563-1633) was a prominent official and
scholar in the middle Chosun Dynasty. He was a leading disciple of Ryu
Sung-ryong, whose mentor was Toegye Lee Hwang. Ubok represented the
scholarly and political position of Nam-in(fA, Southern faction) during the first
half of the 17th century. The purpose of this paper is to investigate the
philosophy and Politics of Ubok Chung Kyung-se.

In Li(3#)-Qi(%) philosophy, Ubok basically follows the philosophical
theory of Toegye. According to Ubok, L7 can not be one thing with @I.
The metaphysical characteristic of Z7 is to be distinguished from the
material nature of @/ In regard to the meaning of Gyeokmul(##%) and
Mulgyeok(##%), he explains it as follows. If one investigates the
principles of things, the principles of things arrive at one’s mind. This
can be compared to inviting a guest. If one invites a guest, then the
guest comes. Ubok recognizes the active aspect of L7, Regarding the
way of self cultivation, the specific course of classical study is an
essential step to attain the noble spirituality of the sage.

With regard to politics, Ubok thinks the self-cultivation of ruler is
most basic and important for good government. Preserving ruler’s mind
and scholarly learning are two essential ways to self cultivation.
Besides self cultivation, he emphasizes the financial retrenchment and
just personnel administration. In addition to Z/-@i philosophy, Ubok
had much interest in the ritual. In line with Kim Jang-saeng, he had
led the era of ritual study in the early 17th century. In the practice of
ritual, Ubok pursued the harmony between ritual norms and current
customs.
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Ubok communicated with scholars from opposite school. Through
academic exchange with Seo-in(#A, Western faction) scholars, Ubok
made an effort to understand the scholarly position of other school and
to explain his school’s theory of New-Confucianism toward Seo-in. Ubok
not only have developed Korean Neo—-Confucianism, but also have played
the exemplar role of Neo-Confucian official.

Ubok Chung Kyung-se, Toygye Lee Hwang. Ryu Sung-ryong, Kim Jang—
saeng. Youngnam school,
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