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Cui Chenglao’s opinion of Advocating Confucianism and

Restraining Buddhism

Li, Hai-Tao

Korea confucianist Cui Chenglao, according to the social condition of
the day and Chengzongs attitude of advocating Confucianism, brought
forward the opinion of advocating Confucianism and restraining Buddhism,
which emphasized the thought of taking Confucianism as the best way
to rule a country and restrained social corruption of Buddhism. The
Confucianism that Cui Chenglao advocated is Hang-Tang Confucianism.
Cui advocated the thoughts of benevolent governance, moral codes and
human relations, at the same time, he used these thoughts criticized
Korean state religion-Buddhism. He thought that Korean Buddhism
collided with Confucianism in many ways and caused much social
corruption. It is observed that Cui mainly criticized Buddhism in terms
of social corruption, and he didn't negate the creeds and dogmata of
Buddhism. In other words, he just wanted to restrain Buddhism with
Confucianism, but not eliminated Buddhism.

Cui Chenglao Confucianism Buddhism Koryo—Dynasty
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