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Choe Je-U and Park Eun-Sik’s Direction of Confucianism Reform,

Idea on Equality, and Attitude towards Modern Western Civilization

Hwang, Jong—Won

The purpose of this paper is to compare Choe Je-U's direction of
Confucianism reform, idea on equality and attitude towards modern
western civilization with those of Park Eun-Sik. Standing at the turning
point of modern times, both of the two persons criticized Confucianism,
while at the same time, however, inherited some of its core values and
pursued its religious movement. Choe Je-U, who declared the end of
Confucianism by founding Dong-hak under the doctrine of ‘serving God,
emphasized the interiority of God by inheriting Neo-Confucian concept
of ‘seong(tt, nature) and ‘gi(R, energy), and clarified natural life
movements as the ‘gihwa(%dt, evaporation) of God. In contrast, Park
Fun-Sik, who only declared the end of Zhu Xi's doctrines and asserted
the effectiveness of Wang Yangming's doctrines, tended to seek the
religious movement of Confucianism under Wang Yangming’s doctrines.
Park FEun-Sik's direction of Confucianism reform not only reflected his
pragmatic judgement on how much Wang Yangming's doctrines could
apply to the popularization and modernization of Confucianism, but
also contained his idea that the modernized real world should be
overseen by the appropriate universal conscience. Both Choe Je-U's and
Park Fun-Sik’s thought about Confucianism reform had major impacts
on the idea on equality and the attitude towards modern western
civilization. The idea on equality of Dong-hak, which was formed based
on the doctrine of ‘serving God, emphasized on the respect and reverence
for others rather than equal rights. Compared to this, although Park
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Eun-Sik’s Utopian dream, in which conscience was fully realized,
seemed similar to Dong-hak, his advocacy of equal rights for small and
weak nations was different. What's more, Choe Je-U, who saw the
destructiveness through western modern civilization and showed a very
critical  attitude towards it, suggested the principle of ‘Muwiihwa(%€5if
{t, the change of non-doing)’ as a countermeasure. By contrast, though
Park Eun-Sik sometimes criticized modern western civilization for its
destructive nature, he contended that it should be accepted actively,
showing a different attitude from Choe Je-U.
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