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A Study about Reversible Conversion of Hsiang-shu and 7 Li in
Toegye’s Thought of Yi Xue

Eom, Yeon—Seok

This essay tried to make it clear point of view through which Toegye Lee
Hwang saw about the correlative relationship between Hsiang-shu and [ Li by
examining his philosophical vision of Neo-Confucianism and understanding about
Zhu Yi. Toegye distinguished Yin-yang Li-Chi of the ontological dimension from
that of moral practical one. Toegye ordinary emphasized / Li for the purpose of
practice in Zhu Yi, at the same time he also paid attention to Ao-tu Jo-shu and
Hsiang-shu or principle & number of hexagram and line as frame of reference for
understanding mechanical and necessary rule of nature on the other hand. Toegye
explained the progressive process on which hexagram and lines grow and decline
through the change of yin-yang young-old. The other side, being seen with
relation to /7 Li He interpreted Z/u Y7 in viewpoint of moral principle science(/ L7
Yi Xuesztiy®) by succeeding Cheng I's /-cluan and Chu Hsi's Chou-1 pen-i.
Seen like this, it is certain that purpose of Toegye's Yi Xue ordinary lies in
practice of moral principle. Because Z/iu Y/ according to Toegye displayes
principle of Yin-yang on which things grow and decline and its fortune and
unfortunateness, good and evil through symbol of hexagram and line, it offers
basis of moral practice(fiA#X) on which person should relied for right moral act.
(FTH#%) Summing up, on the contrary Hsiang-shu is the objective foundation
converted into moral principle of obligatory practice of subject, / L7/ means
practical obligation, which is objectified by Hsiang-shu revealing aspect of
objective fortune or unfortunateness and good and evil of things. In this,
Hsiang-shu and I L7 in Toegye's Yi Xue is mutually converted reversibly,
founded by turns between them.
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Toegye, Cheng I, /—chuan, Chu Hsi, Chou—i pen—i, Hsiang—shu, [ Li
ho—t'u lo—shu, basis of moral practice(FifLI#%), moral act.(Frisk).
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