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Jeong Kyung-se’s Political and Social Prestige during the Joseon Dynasty

Woo, In—Soo

Jeong Kyung-se was an excellent scholar and official in Youngnam
district during the first half of 17th century. He was taught by Ryu
Seong-ryong (MIsi#E) who were Lee Hwang's best pupil. He was the
leading pupil among Lee Hwang's school. Especially, he entered upon a
political career as a member of deputations representing Youngnam (%
i) Nam-in(Southern faction) during the King Injo’s period and made
the most of one’s ability.

During his tenure of office, he fulfilled his obligation with self-
esteem and a sense of mission about his work. But he could not keep
clear of engaging in party strife. Therefore he had ups and downs in
his political path and public office by the party strife.

He was disgraced with Mam-in(Southern faction) because of political
attack of Buk-in(Northen faction) after Japanese Invasion of Korea in
1592. He had his best days again in the King Injo’s time through a
long period of an inactive political life. He helped and advised Kings
using his knowledge and a noble character with all his hearts. During
the process, he had been stripped from a government office because he
advised King Kwanghaegun what somebody else hardly dared to advise
to the king. For instance, he strongly advised bringing some new
measures against current affairs and put the brakes on increasing
King’s own possessions. He also knew many things about the basic
decencies of those civilized society and tried to apply the guidelines on
upgrading the title of the King Wonjong, father of King Injo.

Meanwhile he suffered two big wars in his life. He raised an army
in the cause of loyalty when Japanese invaded Joseon in 1592. After
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that, he came back to Royal Court and provided support. He was
appointed Youngnam hososa(%fg #:%#) in the Chinese Invasion of
Joseon in 1627. He undertook tasks gathering provisions and army.
Through such efforts we can make sure that he was a man of high
prestige and confidence who could take the responsibility of the defense
of the Youngnam district.

Jeong Kyung-se, Teogye Doctrinal Faction, Youngnam district, Sangju,
Nam—in(Southern taction), Youngnam Nam—in{Southern taction)
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