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Abstract

A Study on the Confucian-Ecological Imagination of
Lee Byeong-gi’s Poetry

Kim, Ok—Sung

The ecological imagination of Lee Byeong-gi’s Poetry is based on the
tradition of Confucianism. In the Confucian thought, all things are
equal, because they are composed of the same chi(%). So, all living
things are equal in the deepest dimension of the Lee’s ecological
imagination. The consciousness of life equality is imagined by the
method of deep- ecological identification.

Lee’s experience of floriculture is internalized in his poetry. By the
identification with the plants, the narrator extend the self toward the
cosmos. This imagination 1is similar to the deep-ecological Self-
realization.

In the Confucian ecology, [i(##) mediate the cosmos and the human
society-culture. Both are different but connected by Ii. Therefore
Confucian ecology is dualistic monism. The imagery of the room in the
Lee’s poetry is the Confucian ecological space reflecting the harmony of
the cosmos and the culture.

The ideal ecological community is the agricultural community in the
Lee’s poetics. The cultivation enriches the human society and the land
and all living things. In the agricultural community, the human society
and the nature and all living things are in harmony.
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