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Abstract

A Study on the Theory of Lee Hyeon-II’'s Gyeong

Jang, Yun—Su

Galam(#/) Lee Hyeon-I1(ZZ:%) could be considered one of leading
scholars among Yongnam School in 17th century. During his time, Lee
Hyeon-Il criticized Yulgok scholarship and defended Toegye scholarship,
acting as a vigorous representative of Yongnam School. As a corollary,
Lee Hyeon-Il left a legacy of many works in Confucianism with stellar
academic quality. It should, however, be noted that most of previous
study and research concerning Lee Hyeon-II's Confucius philosophy by
and large have been confined to the realm of theory of Ri-Gi(3%), and
little has touched upon Lee Hyeon-Il's theory of moral culture. This is
the point in which one wouldfind a kind of contradiction from the
tradition of Confucianism and Neo-Confucianism that emphasize unity
of theory and practice. Taking this critical concern as its starting
point, this study investigates Galam's theory of Gyeong(#%). Due to both
historical circumstances and individual preference, unfortunately, few
works are available in order to closely look at Galam's theory of
Gyeong. However, it has been revealed that his knowledge background
and embedded logic in his theory should be considered as excellent
ones. Furthermore, Galam inherited theory of Gyeong from traditional
Neo-Confucianism such as Chu Hsi(%%#) and ToegyeGEi%). He argued
that reason of all things can be dichotomized yet this split should be
complementary to each other. "Not only does Gyeong hold the key to
unify all opposed studies into one coherent study but, more importantly,
it is the crux of all mind studies,” as Lee Hyeon-Il contended.
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