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Abstract

A Discussion on Literary Characteristics of Songam’s Diary Titled
‘Yongsa Ilgi’

Choi, Jae—Ho

‘The Yongsa llgi’, a diary written by Songam Iro(#if: Z=#) (1544~
1598) is an original war history recorded around the private merits of
Hakbong Seong-il Kim(#% 4#—), a hero who took a brilliant part in
Imjin Waeran (Japanese Invasion of Korea from 1592 to 1598).

The literary characteristics of Songam’s Yongsa Ilgi’ can be summed
up as follows:

First, Songam’s Yongsa Ilgi' gives further descriptions about war
history on the basis of Hakbong's private merits. Most of war histories
recorded in same days as Yongsa Ilgi’ take a form of diary that records
daily matters of warfare or are written primarily on the basis of major
daily warfare events. That is why Songam’s Yongsa Ilgi’ has more
significant implications in itself.

Secondly, Songam’s Yongsa Ilgi' is characterized by its author who
is not consistent with its hero in diary. Such an inconsistency between
author and hero may help author to keep his objective viewpoints
(without any subjective viewpoint), but it is interesting that the author
took more subjective perspectives to describe his diary works.

Thirdly, the descriptions of Songam’s Yongsa Ilgi' are based on
previous facts, not present matters, so that its author could describe
his diary as he intended.

Songam’s Yongsa llgi’ is different from other contemporary war
histories during the period of Imjin Waeran, but is very similar to war
histories written after Imjin Waeran and Byeongja Horan in the sense
that the Yongsa Ilgi’ contained daily descriptions mainly about personal
actions of people, and was characterized by inconsistency between
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author and hero, and focused on describing historical facts in past.
Based upon these characteristics, it may be carefully implied that
Songam’s Yongsa Ilgi’ was possibly a starting point of war histories
authored after 2 major medieval wars like Imjin Waeran and Byeongja
Horan around Korean peninsula.

War history, Yongsa llgi, Songam, Hakbong, private merits, author, hero,
starting point of writing
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