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Abstract

A Study on the Binary Opposition of Water Images and Its
Significance in Korean Literature

Jeong, Woo—Lak

This study set out to focus on the binary opposite aspects of water
images in classical Korean literature and examine their overall
meanings. The material imagination of water literally takes all
directions and includes the images of conception and birth, life and
death, and even rebirth in relation to the life cycle of human beings.
In that process, material imagination about water naturally develops an
extent to embrace the extreme points of confrontation and
contradiction. To elaborate, it forms a contradictory composition of
binary opposition such as soft and strong, severance and continuance,
parting and meeting, desire and reflection, and ideal and reality.

In literature, water images are not just contradictory or opposite,
claiming overall significance to explore the origin of human beings far
beyond binary opposite aspects. Thus writers have depicted diverse
human sentiments in literary works, constantly trying to find invariable
values based on the universality of water. Water is manifested in
binary opposite images in individual objects when sentimental diversity
is exhibited in works. Despite all that, however, water has existed as a
universal like the Great Absolute.

water image, binary opposition, contradictory composition, totality, individuality,
universality
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