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Abstract

The Aspects of Theory of Intermixture of Three Religions in Early
North Song China

Kim, Kyeong—Soo

The three religions of Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism were
typical system of the East Asia with China as the center and the idea
dominating the public. While Confucianism served as the ruling ideology
was a common moral standard and Buddhism spread from India was
changed into religious belief for afterlife, Taoism played a role as a
means of defeating disaster and bring fortune. It is the historical fact
that the three religions were accepted not as divided but as united
among the public lives. I have a lot of interest in the intermixture of
three religion, ranged from end of Tang Dynasty to North Sung Dynasty.
In this period, the three religions established theoretical system and
Moral Training theory of Neo-Confucianism, achievement theory of Zen
Buddhism and training theory of Taoism were presented like these
unique forms. From the characteristic of Eastern philosophy that
doesn’t separate knowledge from practice, methodology of practice has
a greater meaning than attainment of perfection as purpose or than
achieving morality as content. This time those who maintained an
introduction to the three religions composed a theoretical system of
practicing asceticism theory taking merits of the other religions and
focusing on their own positions. In this paper, I want to examine the
representative men associated with the intermixture of three religion at
that time. They are Ien Shou and Chi Sung from Buddhism, Chen Tuan
and Zhang Bo-Duan from Taoism, Gou Dun-I, Zhang Tzai, Cheng Hao
and Cheng I from Confucianism.



In case of Buddhism, I could see that how the method of Ascetic
Practices theory centered with the intermixture of Confucianism and
Buddhism elaborate during the process from Ien Shou to Chi Sung. In
case of Taoism, to overcome the limitation of human who has dual
structure of mind and body, the process that its training theory
introduced achievement theory of Buddhism was highly detailed from
Chen Tuan reaching Zhang Bo-Duan. In case of Confucianism, it has
complicated problems of dailiness, transcendence and resolving the
issue about the mind and body. I can figure out that four scholars of
Neo-Confucianism, in their researching process, tried to reconcile Moral
Training theory and original contents of Confucianism organizing Moral
Training theory. Their theory of Ascetic Practice has pros and cons
each. But through their heated arguments, we can be offered a clue of
finding a new theory of Ascetic Practice to find happiness for us who
are living in modern called “the era of self loss” whether it is Ascetic
Practices or Moral Training, Discipline and whatever is the intermixture
of all of them.

Intermixture of Three Religions, Theory of Ascetic Practice, Moral Training,
Ascetic Practices, Discipline,
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