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Abstract

Wijeong-Cheoksapa’s Perception of Political Reality
in the Late Chosun Dynasty

Youn, Soon—Gab

The purpose of this paper is to analyze how Wijeong-Cheoksapa (fifiE
JRAK) thinkers as a typical conservatives perceived the political reality
in the late Chosun dynasty. Their perceptive framework which was
based on Zhu-Xi studiesCkRT7#) as a Neo-Confucianism was completely
different from alternative thinker’s at the that time. By the this
perceptive framework, Wijeong-Cheoksapa thinkers had understood
internal and external disorder in the late Chosun dynasty as follows:

They had understood internal disorder as dependent and unessential
issues, tried to deal with this problem by clarifying confucian doctrine
and distributing agricultural land equally among peasant. According to
the theory of the civilized and barbarians(##3s), they had thought
external disorder as essential issues which directly threatened korean
politico-society, struggled against the whole which related to the Western.

Because of their dogmatic attitude in the international relations at
that time, Korean society kept away from the western science and
technology, sticked to the national isolation policy. Resistivity which
have its origin in their dogmatic attitude was good for the short term
countermeasure which halt the imperialistic aggression from the
Western, but obstructed that korean society receive the western science
and technology for their modernization.

political reality, neo—confucianism, conservatives, theory of the civilized and
barbarians
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