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Abstract

Transmission Aspects and Features of

Community Beliefs(Dongje) in Goryeong Area
Kim, Jae—Ho

This study, based on the information collected through fieldwork in
the Goryeong area, is about community beliefs(Dongje) which has been
transmitted so far in the area. Followings are the aspects of community
beliefs(Dongje).

Firstly, the character of the object god is a mountain god. Dongje of
mountain gods has been practiced in the area of the Sobaik Mountains
and is an old Korean cultural practice.

Secondly, the way an officiant is appointed is to use the community
flags or to depend on gods choice, which is manifested on god poles.

Thirdly, the key process of Dongje is reciting a ritual prayer in the
Confucian style. The Dongje of the Goryeong area can be referred to as
a mixture of folk music, Shamanism and Confucianism.

Fourthly, the Dongje consists of a typical worship of mountain gods
for which a swine is offered. They clearly feature an offering of sacrifice
for the mountain gods.

Fifthly, dried fish are offered other than the main sacrifice, which
conforms to the style of ancestor worship in the Goryeong area.

Sixthly, there are distinguishable differences in the aspects of
Dongje between the western mountainous area and the mideastern plain
area. The way an officiant is appointed clearly shows such differences in
the way to depend on gods choice is not common in the mountainous
area but common in the plain area. The method to depend on gods’
choice was more commonly used in the past and has been getting less
common in modern times.

A lot of old cultural practices have passed down in the Goryeong
area. There are rich old material and non-material heritages which



range from the remnants of the Daegaya Dynasty to folklore. The
Dongje is a type of heritage which conforms to such cultural traditions.

Goryeong(2%), Community beliefs(£EF2(E(0), Dongje(F%S), Daegaya Dynasty
(SKAIMER), the mountain gods(LLi)
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