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Abstract

A Study on the Shamanism in Goryeong Area
Choi, Sung—dJin

This article aims to focus on the communication structure of the Gut
and shamans in Goryeong area and also aims to study shamans regional
characteristics. The Gut attempts to make human communicate with
God to solve real problems by borrowing the power of a divinity. That
means the Gut is performed in the participants situation, or in the
ontological situation shared by group members. It is imperative to
consider how the Gut and shamans regional characteristics in Goryeong
area contributes to build identity and self-esteem in that area by
reviewing the communication theories, confirming an independent
communication model of the Gut, and studying the Gut and shamans’
regional characteristics.

The communication of the shaman group in Goryeong area is based
on the individual spiritual ability, the Buddhist scriptures, and
shaman’'s own Buddhist writings. For example, Chun-ja Kwon finds the
cause of the problem through receiving the spirits of God such as God of
general in heaven, God of child, God of nymph at the Kangsingori and
repels evil spirits with a sword, and then she throws a three-pronged
spear, if the blade of the sword faces outside, she repels evil spirits or
conveys the souls of the dead by using a five colored-flag. Or she
spreads a Gilbae(a diaper) which is a performance element in front of
the table and suggests the treatment based on the results from the
conveying the souls of the dead, then wraps the client's body with the
Gilbae. After this process, she makes the client spit three times,
Soon-ja Bae cures the client's body with Buddhist scriptures of
Thousand Eyes and Hands Sutra, Heart Sutra, Avatamska Sutra,
Tongyounggeong, Haewongeong, Yeonghwageong, Chukgwimun made by
collecting shaman songs of the shamanism, and performance elements.
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The social and cultural meaning that the fortune-teller and the
novice shaman become a mudang through being possessed of a spirit is
important. The learning ability of the fortune-teller and the novice
shaman is different from the hereditary mudang. The hereditary mudang
hold a dominant position in consequence of early education. The
fortune-teller and the novice shaman, on the other hand, have low
proficiency because most of them have learned after being possessed of
a spirit. In case of the shamans working in Goryeong area, the types of
the fortune-teller and the novice shaman coexist.

The shamanism that has sustained historically in Goryeong area is
adjusted to the reality according to the life structure and religious
changes. The types of shaman coexist based on the fundamental
permanence of shamanism not separate dualistic due to the religious
and cultural background. The shamanism also strengthens a system of
the shamanism by attracting Buddhist rituals. So, it means that the
characteristics, the tradition and the origin of shamanism and
Buddhism are different but they are actually accepted by integrating
into the rituals in human life.

Through the interview survey to shamans in Goryeong area, this
study identifies that shamans regard their jobs as humble ones socially
but they have a strong sense of vocation.

This study is significant in the sense that it contributes to establish
overall system of the culture by understanding the characteristics of
Gut and shaman in Goryeong area.

Gut, communication structure, types of shaman, Buddhism borrowing, vocation
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