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Abstract

Art of Goryeong and Seated Bodhisattva of Gaepo-dong
Jeong, Eun—Woo

There are various types of Buddhist Arts of Koryo dynasty period
such as stone pagoda, stone lamps, Buddhist statures and more in
Goryonggun, Gyungbuk province. Among them, rock cut Bodhisattva
seated stature (EHEEEAH) located at Gaepodong is an important work
of art in the point of recognizing manufacturing period in the year AD
985 by figuring expressed statements as 2nd year of King Yunghi
production on the backside of the stature. The characteristics of the
statute are crown parted in three sides, seated Buddha figure engraved
with clear characters and a lotus boom held in hand. Bodhisattva wears
uncommon modified style as the drapery falling down from the right
shoulder is tucked into the robe at the waist in front (EEfEY) instead
of a scarf. The above mentioned characteristics are common on the
Bodhisattva stature in Koryo dynasty art.

At present, only three rock cut Buddha image with expressed
statements of Koryo period remain in this country They are The Seated
medicine Buddha repaired around AD 977 and located at Gwangjugun,
Gyungei province (F&SHE BM). rock cut Bodhisattva seated stature (BB
Bie%) with total height 3.2 m built around AD 981 at Yicheon,
Gyunggi province (F45E FIN), and rock cut Bodhisattva stature at
Gaepodong. Two Bodhisattva statures at Yicheon and Gaepodong were
built in similar period of time and shown same characteristics as crown
style, seated Buddha figure on a crown and a object held in hand.
These Bodhisattva statures are called Avalokiteshvara or Maitreya. The
statures may be assumed as Avalokiteshvara by observing seated
Buddha figure and a lotus boom, but the statures can be assumed to be
Maitreya Bodhisattva by considering its crown with seated Buddha
figure and buddha wearing method not common to Bodhisattva.
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In case of Maitreya Bodhisattva, the stature with seated Buddha
figure had been shown in Maitreya Bodhisattva standing stature at
Gamsansa from AD 719 of Unified Silla dynasty period, and
demonstrated graphical characteristics depicting in the Sutra such as
L HEREAEE FAERAETED or <HEIRBMES . The lotus boom had been
a symbol of Avalokiteshvara, while it was believed to transform from
imaginable plant named Yongwhasu (#2K) related with Maitreya to
lotus a common plant during that time.

The exact title of Bodhisattva at Gaepodong is one of important
subject to be studied related with ideology and religion of Goryong area
in the period of earlry Koryo period, 10th Century.

Gaepo—dong, Goryeong, Seated Bodhisattva, Maitreya, Koryo

=R 1 2009.12.9. AARIAY 1 2009.12.10. ARREEY 1 2009.12.18.
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