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Abstract

Toegyehak and Mencins, Mencius' philosopy

Hong., Won-Sik

Mencius and Mencius’ philosophy has not been noticed much since his
death. From such a context is Mencius found by Nec-confucian such as
Cheng-Yi and Zhu-Xi 1000 years after he was died. Cheng-Yi notices
Mencius’ theory of Xingshan(Y£E#) and of Yangchi(FEFE:H). and Zhu-Xi
establishes his system of philosophy by succeeding to Cheng-Yi’'s viewpoint
and writes Mengz{jizhu(HZFHE:E)by understanding Mencius. The only
special writing of Toegye who succeeds to ZhuXi is Maengiaseokyi(Z F5%
#%). It is not the explanation of meaning but that of characters as the title
shows. So it’s not easy to read Toegye's idea about Mencius or Zhu-Xi's
Annotation of Mencius. Rather it has an important meaning in the Korean
suffixes to a Chinese text or the history of Korean annotation of a Chinese
character.

What is more important in the relation between Mencius and Toegye's
Learning lies in the philosophical aspect. As mentioned above,
Neo-Confucian find Mencius, but they misinterpret him to a great extent.
What Toegye’s Learning has a positive meaning is that it corrects the
misinterpretation of Mencius® philesophy. Mencius said that any human
can be the Sages like Yao and Shun, based on the theory of Xingshan. But
the Neo-Confucian who find Mencius newly accept the theory and agree
that the ultimate goal is to become the Sages just as Mencius’ idea, while
they make the way to the goal too long and difficult. Toegyehak reduces too
heavy a weight of moral metaphysics, adds the philosophical weight about
the mind{-(+), and increases more weight to the way to the Sage. Therefore,
the way to the Sage is near and easy so much. This can be said to return
to the original philesophy of Mencius.

Key Word

Mengzijizhu, Maengjaseokyi, Zhu-Xi, Toegye Lee-Hwang, theory of Xingshan, theory
of Likihobal



