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Abstract

The Characteristic based on the Study of Confucian Classics of
Interpretation of <the Analects of Confucius> of ToeGye and
Its Aspect of Inheritance

Lee, Young-Ho

Many scholars in East Asian countries have written numerous
annotations of <{the Analects of Confucius) since <(the Analects of
Confucius) is the scripture that wrote down the remarks of Confucius who
is a founder of Confucianism. Among all those annotations, the most
influential annotation of {the Analects of Confucius? is the (NoneoJipJu>
written by Chu Hsi. Chu Hsi reflected the scholia and trend of focusing on
contents in the context which are important methods for the studies of
scripture interpretation. The Chu Hsi school in China after Chu Hsi,
however, had tried to establish its identity during the philosophical dispute
with the Wang Yangming school. The philosophical dispute with the Wang
Yangming school made the Chu Hsi school to focus on not scholia but trend
of focusing on contents in the context. The Chu Hsi school’s attitude
towards trend of focusing on contents in the context had been reflected on
their interpretation of {the Analects of Confucius).

Meanwhile, ToeGye in Choson used the Chu Hsi's annotation of {the
Analects of Confucius? when he wrote (NoneoSukEui>. He was basically
loyal to the way of focusing on the contents in the context. But sometimes
he tried to make an effort to find out the original meaning of the scripture.
He also made an effort to scholia that translated the sentences of the
scripture in Choson language

After ToeGye, YoungNam ToeGye school and KeunKi ToeGye school had
written several annotations of {the Analects of Confucius? that included
different characteristics based on the study of Confucian Classics under the
influence of Chu Hsi and ToeGye. Lee, DukHong in YoungNam ToeGye school
interpreted {the Analects of Confucius? with the accordance of his master’s
theory in his book, {NoneoJilEui). In his book, (NoneoChanJuJeongBo>, Yoo,
JangWon compiled the theories of {the Analects of Confucius) of Chinese Chu
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Hsi school. Yoo, KeonHyu collected the theories of <{the Analects of
Confucius? of Korean Chu Hsi school in his book, {DongYuNoneoJipHaePyung).
Their common characteristics were based on finding out the contents in the
context of the scripture.

Meanwhile, the master of KeunKi ToeGye school. Lee, Tk had a different
view of the trend of finding out the contents in the context of the scripture
from that of Chu Hsi although he highly evaluated Chu Hsi’s spirit for
finding out the contents in the context of the scripture. He developed a new
way of finding out the contents in the context of the scripture - for instance,
putting on the importance of reality and profit - in his annotation of {the
Analects of Confucius?>. Chong. Yagyong who wrote {(NoneoKoKeumJu), that
was a special annotation of {the Analects of Confucius) in the history of
annotation of {the Analects of Confucius) in East Asian countries, excluded
exegetical studies and showed his respect to the studies of Chu Hsi classics.

Having Difference from Chu Hsi's {NoneoJipJu) that focused on less
practical issues, he, however, built on the interpretational system that
pointed to practical usage of running the state in his {NoneoKoKeumdu).

Chu Hsi’s scholaristic outcome that combined scholia and the way of
focusing on the contents in the context had been succeeded not in Chinese
Chu Hsi school but in Choson Chu Hsi school. The ToeGye school made
little difference with the Chinese Chu Hsi school in terms of putting on the
importance on the way of focusing on contents in the context of the
scriptures. YoungNam ToeGye school, however, was different from the
Chinese Chu Hsi school in terms of studying the way of focusing on
contents in the context of the scriptures in detail. KeunKi ToeGye school
was different from Chinese Chu Hsi school in terms of developing new
theory of seeing the way of finding out the contents in the contexts of the
scriptures. That new theory corresponded to the historical situation in the
late era of Choson dynasty.
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