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Abstract

Toegye's Interpretation of the Chung-yungHiJ& and its
Characteristic

Eom. Yeon-Seok

This essay intends to illuminate what characteristic of Toegye's
interpretation of Chung-yvungth succeeded to Chu-hsi's view of
Chung-yung Chang-chimh %4, The content and characteristis of Toegye's
commentary of Chung-yung can look through the Chung yung seok yipiifE
¥t and the question and answer between he and his students. Mostly
Toegye not only accepted the neo-confucian viewpoint which Chu hsifzZ
offered in the Chung yung chang chiifFFfEH4], but also interpreted Chung
vung according to his own standpoint of Li chi hsin cheng lum2E. L%,

Toegye understood the naturel® - the waysi - the instruction?Z to mean
the metaphysical or moral substance, norm, and principle of teaching
respectively. However, Park se-dangfitts and Lee ikZF#E regarded the
path as a method of man’s moral practice or practical virtues of five moral
itemsfifis. Moreover, Toegye considered the concept of the expansive and
secret#IF to express the duplicative structure and reality of the
metaphysical principle. On the other hand, in Toegye the reverence# is a
method of culture which is penetrated into the preservation and cultivation
72, reflection®&¥%, caution and apprehension®iZ, and watchfullness over
himselfi%i% etec. And it is the methodological principle by which man tries
to establish the principle in the mind by governing the feelings which arise
from the nature on the basis of the nature as the substance of mind and
the feelings as the operation of it.

And then while in Toegye’s theory of cultivation the reverence means to
govern the mind and feelings and cultivate the nature as the principle
being immanent in human mind, Cheng yak-yongT## interpreted
sincerityst and watchfulness over the alonef&i% in connection with the
religious reverence or awfulness and obedience of the Lord-on-High.
Further in response to the Yulgok’'s question to suspect that equilibrium
and harmony®#l and the mean®/# can not be divided into the internal and
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the external, Toegye viewed equilibrium and harmony as the internal by
being derived from nature and feelings. the mean as the external by being
originated from virtuous conduct.

That is to say, Toegye divided equilibrium and harmony and the mean
respectively into the internal and the external. This means that he tried to
distinguish these two into that which belongs to the realm ‘above shapes¥
it and which belongs to the realm ‘within shapes#ifi F. And Toegye's
view as this is consistent with his theory of principle and material forcesI
Zim. Viewed as this, the dualistic sight in which one discriminates that
which belongs to the realm ‘above shapes# it from that which belongs to
the realm ‘within shapes i T, mi-fa#% of the mind from yi-fati¥ of it,
nature from feeling, movement from calmness, good from evil in preference
to practice in ordinary life is reflected in Toegye's commentary of
Chung-yung as such.

The criticism against Toegye's view by such scholars as Park se-dang,.
Lee ik, and Cheng yak-yong. who made the moral practice or virtuous
conduct be important, mostly arises from Toegye's contemplative and
metaphysical point of view. However in respect that we try to resolve the
contemporary crisis being caused by the confusion between material desires
and the moral principle, Toegye's philosophy which tried to stand the
principle as the moral substance firm in the mind has a very important
significance.

Key Word

Toegye, Chung-vung, Chung yung seok yi, Park se-dang, Lee ik, Cheng yak-yong,
the nature - the path - the instruction, the expansive and secret, reverence, watchfulness
over the alone, that which belongs to the realm ‘above shapes’, that which belongs to
the realm ‘within shapes, theory of principle and material forces, principle



