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The Loyal Spirit of An Bangjun and
the Significance of His Spirituality

Choi, Young-Sung

As a key figure in the latter part of the Jo-seon Confucianism, An
Bangjun (Eun-Bong, the pseudonym, 1573-1654) devoted his lifetime to the
study with the idea that Confucian ethics should not be discussed
separately from loyalty. Born in Boseong, Jeolla-do, he inherited from the
traditions of such scholars as Jo Gwangjo, Seong Hon, and E E, and is
construed as part of the orthodox school—after Kim Inhu and Gi
Daeseung—of Confucianism in Jeolla~do. Believing in Jung Mongju and Jo
Hun, who found the unity of Confucian ethics and loyalty, he inherited
from their loyal spirit and put it into practice. Even as a scholar out of
office, he promoted the teachings of confucianism and showed the spirit of
a learned man by organizing loyal troops when the nation and its people
confronted a crisis. Thus, one may be able to grasp the liveliness of his
theory that asserts, “Confucian ethics should not be distinguished from
loyalty.” The paper aims to review his contribution to the history of Korean
Confucianism as well as the historical significance of his loyal spirit.

Key Word

Confucian ethics, Loyalty, Practical Confucianism (or Confucianism in practice), The
studies for character buiding, Real Confucianist



