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A Study on Sarim School(:#kiK) Writer's View of Things and

Literary Spirit in the Sixteenth Century
- Focusing on the Cases of Lim Hoon, Lee Whang, Cho Sik -

Jeong, Woo-Lak

This paper was written to study matters involving Sarim School writers’
view of things and literary spirit in the sixteenth century focusing on the
cases of Lim Hoon(#3#), Lee Whang(Zi%) and Cho Sik(H##). and kinds of
changes developed for Sarim School’s view of things on the history of
Chinese classical literature in Korea based on methodology on Sarim’s
awareness of things

Scholars of Sung Confucianism usually divided awareness of things into
three parts: materialistic awareness, ideological awareness, and historical
awareness. This means that all of them form a triangular composition for
recognizing things called ‘Self-Things-Ideology.” A concept becomes a thing
itself for a case of materialistic awareness. an abstract ideology shown in
Sung Confucianism for a case of ideological awareness, and concrete
realities for a case of historical awareness

Among writers of Sarim School in the sixteenth century, Lim Hoon, who
was somewhat open-minded toward Buddhist ideologies, conducted creative
activities based main on materialistic awareness. Since it involves
examining things themselves while looking at them, it can be summed up
as ‘Gwanmul-chalmul (B#24#)." As for Lee Whang who adhered to a
downright viewpoint of Sung Confucianism, ideological awareness played a
leading role. As it examines ideology while looking at things. it can be
summarized as ‘Gwanmul-Challi (#8#223) ' In addition, Cho Sik. who was
open-mined toward Taoist ideologies as the same scholar of Sung
Confucianism, was involved mainly in historical awareness. Since it deals
with examining people and historical realities of their situations through
things it can be summed up as ‘Gwanmul-chalse (8#Z2{t) * Although they
are all scholars of Sung Confucianism, they have different viewpoints
toward Buddhism and Taoism, and their viewing of things also appeared
different as such.
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What kind of a correlation does view of things have with literary spirit”?
Lim Hoon developed a recognizing method for things independently and is
called ‘Gwang-oron(##®3) " Looking Widely' and Looking Deeply on things
were expressed as such Lim Hoon aimed to be aware of nature delicately
Lee \WWhang discovered the truth through nature and he thought of it as a
place of interest and started writing poems As he introduced Y1(G2) as the
1eal thing of imperishable truth his recognizing method for things was
eventually concluded as Y1 In addition Cho Sik aimed to take a serious
view of historical realities through things He concretized to Domul-sain
(B ) . which depicts thinking of people while looking at things and
this meant that his literary spirit 15 adhered more to people and their
historical realities

It seems as though a recognizing method for things went through some
changes around the sixteenth century when Lim Hoon, Lee Whang and Cho
Sik were active This means that while ideological awareness for things
continued matenalistic awareness. which could be said a realistic
reproduction. was strong before the sixteenth century. 1deological
awareness became stronger in the sixteenth century and historical
awareness emerged slowly after that This may had occurred with the
introduction and development of Sung Confucianism and the reflection of
the passage of an era with the requisition for realistic reasons

Sarm School. View of Things. Literary Spirt. Matenalistic Awareness. ldeclogical
Awareness. Historical Awareness. Triangular Composition for Recognizing Things. Sung
Confucianism. Buadhist Ideclogies. Taoist Ideologies. Gwang-oron, Place of Interest.
Historical Realities



