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Abstract

Toegye and Tasan - Continuity and Discontinuity of
Philology

Sim, Kyung-ho

Value-neutral analysis of literature which eliminates any interpretation
might not be the primary reason for scholarly pursuit. Literature analysis
implicates  interpretative perspectives and methodological elements.
Traditional classical studies which was oriented to the interpretation of
meanings had deepened scholarly understanding through intemnal criticism
of literature. Literature-oriented intellectual activities accumulated rich
interpretations of the human-being and society through independent
development of research methods of philology.

Traditional philological research methods are based on phonemics,
phonology and commentaries and bibliography which is a genealogy of
disciplines.

In Korean literary history Toegye Yi Hwang and Tasan Chong
Yagyong are considered two scholars who applied these basic studies
to achieve improvement of personality as well as leaming.

Toegye more than others recognized the importance of basic
research which means philology in the period of literature in
understanding and practicing what he studied. He introduced the
method of commentaries to comprehend true meanings of writings,
applied bibliographical methods to comment on literature, and was
involved in publishing books. His commentaries were not limited to
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technical analysis, but extended to reflect his inner thoughts and
proceed to sincerity.

Since he pursued meanings to promote moral character, his primary
focus was not to prove literary analysis, rather his philology questions
whether contemporary philology should pursue proof of words and
phrases or higher humanistic meanings.

Tasan was well aware of the need for building solid foundations to
reflect truth and persuasiveness practical meanings of learning. He
suggested the methods and system through which as many books as
possible should be examined to draw any authoritative conclusion. His
approach was inherited and modified from Korean philological methods
originated from Toegye. Tasan tried to present solutions to
contemporary problems through bibliographical studies; therefore his
approach did not necessarily pursue genuine truth or falsehood, which

was out of perspectives on utility and uselessness.

- Y1 Hwang, Chong Yagyong, Philology, Commentary,
Bibliography
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