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Abstract

Kim Chang-heop's representation of woman's life ;
the formula and the crack

Kho, Youer-hee

Kim Chang-heop, a great writer in late 17th century in Choson
period, has written a lot of funeral orations for women. In his funeral
orations, he recorded each life of woman, showing her virtues and
grace character. The most intersting fact that my essay focused on is
the fact that the women's lives in his funeral orations are very similar
with one another. So it seems that the lives of women represented in
his writings were re-made up 1n terms of his estimation of woman.

Some formulas were found in his representation of woman. First,
the woman was born docile and genile. Second, she was a precocious
child who looked after her parents and the other members of her
family. Third, she went through a hard time to support her family-in
law after her marrige, without a murmur. At the end everyone spoke
highly of her after her death.

The women in his funeral orations showed an image united. They
never express their emotions, and they are not talkative. And they
led very simple lives to leave nothing luxurious. They have generous
imges with full faces.

Sometimes Kim Chang-heop admired special abilties of the women.
For example, a woman had a good memory and another woman has

an outstanding scholastic ability. But he didn’t forget to record that
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even the competent women did obey her husband and did not be
found reading books.

However we can find a crack of the strick formulas by Kim
Chang-heop’s representation of woman. When he faced his daughter’s
death, he missed his rule of showing the docile chracter of woman. He
quoted the daughter’s outrageous bewailment that she desired to die
earlier than him. She thought that she could be remembered well only
through her father's writing for her death, and that she couldn't be
recorded for herself because she was justla woman. Kim Chang-heop
couldn’t help neglecting his strick rule in front of realizing of his
daugher’s earlier death like her bewailment. And through his quotation
we can see the real life and real words of a woman who lived in that
period. Discovering of the crack seems to be significant in that the
strick way to make up the fermale’s life in that period were so
artificial and not natual that even the Male, the beneficiary of the
rules, couldn’t stand firmly.

Keyword Kim Chang-heop, Funwral oration, 17th century, image

of women
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