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Abstract

An empirical study of Feng Shui(/A/k) on what made
Toegye(GR&) be born

Kim, Key-sun

From ancient times, Korean and Chinese felt they shared a fate
with the earth. They saw a magical link between man and the
landscape. So they used feng shui(J&7K) as a way of linking man's
destiny with that of nature by placing graves and residences at
auspicious spots, to tap the earth’s chi(#5g), where the chi flows
smoothly and vin and yang(F8%) are in harmony, making a productive
cycle of -the five elements(Fi47).

Nature imitates life. Life imitates nature. Feng shui, as a language
of symbols, is the key to understanding the silent dialogue between
man and nature. The environment takes on a metaphorical quality.
They believed that unless the deceased were properly buried, the
descendants would suffer. The offspring of an ancestor with- an
exceptionally good grave on the basis of accumulated virtuous deeds
(&%) for generations, it is believed, will be rewarded with wealth,
health, lots of sons, longevity, and even a high position. Besides its
offspring, even the fate of a nation depends, it is said, on the correct
location of the ruler’s residence and the correct burial of his ancestors.

According to The Form School(JE#E5K), the mountain shapes &
configurations(111#%) can influence the deceased’s descendants, while
The Compass School(BFAR) focuses on the orientation(54r).
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Man is thus affected by yin and yang dwellings((&f5=€) - the
houses of the dead and the places of the living. I assumed, it would
be much more truthful especially when it comes to the case of a
distinguished scholar like Toegye.

Therefore, this article is to examine the feng shui on the residence
where ToegyeGRI), known as a Korean Chu Hsi(E5%F), was bom
and the tomb sites of his ancestors to reveal which one of those
influenced him most strongly to be bormm a great scholar, in
comparison with the case of Chu Hsi(%%), a respected neo-Confucian
Chinese scholar.

The writer visited to find Toegye's great-grand parent’s graves(§
Tl %), buried on the correct spots where one can find no
geomagnetic disturbance phenomena(#iF#E &, 3%, backed by a
mountain shaped like a calligraphy brush(CZ&8%) as the high black
tortoise mountain(Z#, FIl) and flanked by & facing many
surrounding mountains, in many folds, shaped like the horizontal line
(—F8) impling a successful scholar, making a big round bright
yard(kBE#) in the center with views of a front pond and a
zigzagged, meandering flow of water, which, I am sure, spurred his
scholarly success.

In case of Chu Hsi, his great-great-grand mother’s grave(Eiflf}E),
surrounded by various mountains in many folds, especially faced two
high mountains shaped like a big calligraphy brush(CK3CZH%) soared
high in the sky as the lower & higher vermilion birdsCRi, #159),
making a bigger wide outer bright yard, which, it is said, actualized
him to become a famous neo-Confucian scholar.

Finally, we analyzed that very distinguished scholars like Toegye &
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Chu Hsi were bom due to the exceptionally good graves of their
ancestors, buried correctly on the most comfortable spots where one
can find geomagnetic homogenization effect(HiFEE, 59—t HR),
backed or faced by the mountains shaped like a big calligraphy brush
comprising a successful scholar in terms of feng shui.

Feng shui tells us that locating the correct & auspicious spot, through
the accumulation of virtuous deeds, plays a decisive role in casting the
destiny of the occupants(residences), its descendants(graves) and even a
nation(residence of the ruler & graves of his ancestors, city’s shapes &
public planning). Let’s improve and harmonize the environment for one’s
better life, a prosperous nation and a peaceful world!

ToegyeGRI®) & Chu HsiCkE), feng shuiEK),
the earth’s chi(##g), yin and yang dwellings(F&F3
%£), house & tomb sites, residence({¥5) & grave
(E#h), shapes & configurations, orientation, a
mountain shaped like a calligraphy brush(3z&4)
comprising a successful scholar in terms of feng
shuy, mountains shaped like the horizontal line
(—F3H) also impling a successful scholar,
geomagnetic disturbance phenomena (HHEEE, T8EL
B1%) geomagnetic homogenization effect(MFER. 15
—{t %), accumulating virtuous deeds(f&3E),
Locating the correct & auspicious spot a plays
decisive role in casting man’s destiny to become a

distinguished person.
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