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Abstract

A Korean Fundamental Thought as the Origin of Ecologism
. the Basis of Yi Ha-seok’s Poetry

Park, Hyun—Soo

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the poetic quality of Yi
Ha-seok’s poems and to clarify his poetic basis. In the early of 1980s,
He described ruined modern scenes in Korea with a calm attitude and a
minute observation. Differently from other lyric poets, He deal with a
lot of modern wastes as empty cans, bald tires, rusty screws and pieces
of broken glass. We can hardly find this scenes in other poet’s poems in
the early of 1980s. It is very strange scenes. How did he can describe
this ruined scenes?

He can described the ruined scenes with the assistance of a holy
fundamental thought, that is, a Korean fundamental thought as the
origin of ecologism. In Yi's hometown, Goryong, there were very
interesting customs as like Aipalgi(a ceremony of selling baby to divine
being) and Nagyung(a ceremony of nude cultivating).

In the traditional customs, people could strengthen the ties between
man and nature and could gain an peaceful insight : All is holy being.
We can call it shamanism, animism or primitivism. It have something in
common with deep ecologism. By this traditional insight, in the early of
1980s, Yi could find the crisis of modern Korean society and the strange
scenes.

It is very remarkable that he preoccupied an ecological thought in
the early of 1980s. We must remember him as an important poet who
had united a Korean traditional thought with the technique and thought
of modern Korean poetry.
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