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Abstract

The Characteristic and Value of Goryeong(iwi%) Folktales
Lee, Jee—Ha

This essay examined the characteristics and meaning of Goryeong
folktales. There are about 360 folktales left in Goryeong, including
(Jeonggyunmojoo ((FER&A}T)> which is the birth myth of a nation Daegaya
(CKAER) .

Compared to other regions, Goryeong folktales have some
characteristics. First of all, the folktales about war hold a high rate.
They are related with Daegaya(kfifff) and Corea(@i#)’s defeat or
Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592. This area has been a strategic
foothold from ancient era, so has experienced many wars. Therefore
residents in this area have strong historical consciousness through it.

The tales about filial piety have a big part in Goryeong. But they
don’t include the types of disobedience to parents. The contents also
have a serious and refined tone. It seems to derives from local
atmosphere of Goryeong that values serious realism and conservative
customs in a Confucian mood. However we should be careful to connect
directly the characteristics of folktales to the characteristics of this area
or emotion of Goryeong people because the folktales of Goryeong as
research materials have a defect that recording state is incomplete.

On the other hand, the local legends of Goryeong show diverse
features that lay weight on poetic justice and community spirit. It also
reflect the public sentiment of Goryeong people affirming human nature
such as love.

Goryeong folktales are valuable for important data reflecting
Goryeong culture. It is possible to supplement historical documents and
furthermore to study history, culture and public sentiment in a new
direction. These folktales are also worth to make strong relationships
among Goryeong people and to extend the data of folktale.
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