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Abstract

Gu-am Yi Jung’s Academy on the Zhongyong()#)
Lee, Se—-Dong

Gu-am Yi Jung, a scholar as well as a bureaucrat at the mid of the
Joseon Dynasty, was one of Sung Confucian scholars especially
influenced by Song Insoo and Yi Hwang. Being a disciple under the
distinguished scholars of the day, Yeo Deukgang, Song Insoo, and Yi
Hwang, he also achieved a scholastic career keeping good terms with
Cho Sik in moral principles. Though the critics have acknowledged he
inherited from Toegye's academy on the Zhongyong with high
attainments, it’s hard to look into the whole aspect because of little
materials left. Fortunately, as the prose collection contains his 14
poems, Songs on the Zhongyong, his scholastic world can be partly
understood. This article analyzes those poems and defines their
characteristics and meanings as below.

First, Songs on the Zhongyong is elaborately composed with the
preface, body and ending in the selection of a tense and arrangement.
Centering the interpretation of the main concepts constructionally, he
gave his energies to Cultivating Theory rather than the Ontology. In
particular, its detailed construction is unprecedented, which implies it is
an intentional creation for revealing his academic system, not an
accidental writing. Therefore, Songs on the Zhongyong shows the
academic standard of Gu-am's studies despite the lack of other
references.

Second, Songs of the Zhongyong was written quoting and modifying
the remarks of Zhu-xi in the explanatory notes of Zhongyong zhangju
and Zhongyong daquan. It indicates that he thoroughly comprehended it
based upon the theory of Zhu-xi. Many poems, application of detailed
interpretations from Zhongyong daquan, not Zhongyong zhangju reflect
that his work on the Zhongyong was done with precision.
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Third, 9 out of 14 poems contain the concept and content related to
the 1st chapter of the Zhongyong. This is the result of not only
reflecting his academic view on the Zhongyong but respecting Zhu-xi's
recognition that the 1st chapter serves as the core of the Zhongyong.

Fourth, his viewpoint grounded on Cultivating Theory emphasizing
culture and practice of moral character reveals the same tendency with
that of Yi Hwang. It backs up the many Confucianists’ indication that
his theory succeeded to Toegye.

Fifth, Gu-am’s academy on the Zhongyong has a significant meaning ;
his studies played a bridge role at the point of transferring from the
Ontology to Cultivating Theory in comprehending the Zhongyong in the
early development of Sung Confucianism.

Gu—am Yi Jung, Toegye Yi Hwang, the Zhongyong, Studies on the Zhongyong,
14 poems of Songs on the Zhongyong, Sung Confucianism, Cultivating Theory
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