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Abstract

The Consensus Forming among the Seonbis of the Yongnam Region
in the Joseon Dynasty Era and the Maninso Led by Yoo Do-Soo

Sul, Suk—Kyu

This treatise examines, in relation to the tendency of the consensus
forming among the seonbis of the Yongnam(3&s) region, the meaning of
Yongnammaninso (3&Fg& ABT) that, led by Yoo Dosoo(#BEH), petitioned to
bring back the Daewongun. It also examines the course of related
events.

The politics of the Joseon era were defined as Sarim politics led by
the Sarim faction that emphasized morality and justice. It can also be
described as party politics that promoted mutual control and coexistence
among various political factions as well as consensus politics that
allowed participation of the out-of-office seonbis submitting Sangso(L
B © a petition to the king). As a result, consensus forming among the
out-of-office Sarim seonbis were stimulated and that consensus became
an important variable in political scenes.

Those who led the consensus forming among the out-of-office Sarim
seonbis had their origin in the Yongnam region. They took a leading
role in establishing Sarim politics. After the Injobanjeong(YZil/iE) they
secured their role as a counterbalancing force carrying on the
Moonmyojongsa (CCEI#E) and Boksang(MRHE) controversies against the
Seoin(FA) party. Their consensus forming was temporally regulated by
the Ginsil(G#%) measure in the king Yongjo(&Eill) period but they broke
through this barrier with Maninso. Maninso was also used to bypass the
Sedo(#4H) regime’s consensus blocking. Yoo Dosoo's Yongnammaninso
can be interpreted with this historical context.

Taking Daewongun’s rise to power as a momentum, Yoo Dosoo
wanted to reactivate Sarim politics withered by the Sedo regime, for
Daewongun’s reforms were intended to consolidate a social order based
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on Sung Confucianism and, on that basis, to eliminate various social
ills. Therefore, Yoo Dosoo recommended the high state council Yoo
Hoojo(MIENF) to insist on carrying out the Hyangyak(##7), wrote
Sanggambakui (1HiEf##%) and sent it to counsel the king. The reform that
the Sarim faction of the Yongnam region wished for could be frustrated
by Daewongun’s retirement in Jikgok(E%). The Yongnam Sarim seonbis,
however, couldn’t easily make a consensus for his return. The reason
was that, though Daewongun tried to keep balance between the Byung
(&) sect and the Ho(j®) sect, he included Hogeseowon(J8%&kE) in the
list but did not include Byungsanseowon(FIEF) in his efforts to close
down seowons, therefore provoking the Ho sect. The situation required
an impartial leader capable of forming a consensus among the Yongnam
Sarim and the recommendation of Yoo Dosoo as such a leader was
significant. It meant Yoo Dosoo, though he belonged to the Byung sect,
had retained close relations with the Ho sect and showed the prestige
he enjoyed in his regional society.

Yoo Dosoo and other petitioners, however, were exiled and thus
failed the Yongnammaninso that had asked for Daewongu's return. With
this, the Sarim politics that Yoo Dosoo hoped to realize with
Daewongun’s backing, also dissipated.

Sarim(+#£) politics, Bungdang(BiZ) politics, Consensus(zis) politics, Maninso
(BAIf), Sodoo(f#zE), Ginsil(38%) measure, Byung—Ho(FrZ) dispute

=R 1 2008.11.15. AAMAIAYY £ 2008.11.20. AAEEY 1 2008.11.28.



