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Abstract

The Life and Academic Attainment of Hongwa, Lee Doohun

Lee, Se—-Dong

Hongwa, Lee Doohun is a Confucian scholar from Koryung county,
Kyungsang province who was born in the late Chosun dynasty and
passed away in the early age of Japanese imperialism. Learning from
Hanju, Lee Jinsang, the greatest Confucianist those days and reaching
academic attainment, he gained recognition as one of eight brilliant
disciples. He stuck with teacher’s theory in favor of it even when
Hanju's academic statement was severely criticized as heterodoxy, and
was supported by the class of Confucians due to his positive elucidation
for Lee’s opinion. He kept his way even in bad times when many
colleagues turned into timeservers and left master.

Hongwa established a quite level of achievement in every area of
learning. Especially he showed excellence in 'Yehak” and left behind a
number of letters related to ’Yeseul’, of which writings are self-
consistent and lucid. His literary attainment let him create more than
400 poems and among these are many works just aimed to mourn death
or communicate personally. In accordance to the tradition that
confucianists weren’t usually absorbed in writing poems, he also didn’t
produce works with unique inspiration but some outstanding ones can be
found now.

Observing the downfall of Chosun dynasty and organizing our
history, he endured those humiliated days. His historical record,
'Donghwasegi’ describing the historical facts from ancient Chosun to the
2nd year of King Joongjong, Chosun dynasty, indicates his appreciation
and culture toward history. This book wasn’t yet introduced to the
academic world and so requires more research.

Hongwa showed a deep understanding to Zhongyong as an advocate
of Sung Confucianism. Beyond simple understanding of theory itself, he
extensively comprehended “Zhongyong in various aspects such as
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theoretic structure and the viewpoint of Sung Confucianism.

Lee Doohun, Lee Jinsang, Sung Confucianism, the school of Hanju,
Donghwasegi, Zhongyong
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