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Abstract

A Discussion on the Neo-Confucian Position of Mangu Lee Jong-Gi
—Centered on His Argument with the School of Hanju—

Lim, Jong—Jin

The main object of this article is to look over the Neo-Confucian
position of Lee Jong-Gi, a Confucian scholar of Youngnam area in the
late nineteenth century. His position on Neo-Confucianism can be
figured out through some small articles in his collection of works and
his correspondences with Lee Jin-Sang and his disciples and other
scholars. In these works, we can see that Lee Jong-Gi had revealed his
position to the various Neo-Confucian issues in two large aspects.

The first aspect is that by way of taking critical stance on the
Neo-Confucian position of Lee I, the representative figure of the school
of Giho, he, as a scholar of the school of Toegye, established clearly his
stance of thought. The second aspect is related to his position within
the school of Toegye. In regard to this point, it is necessary to pay
attention to his argument with the school of Hanju represented by Lee
Jin-Sang. This article mostly deals with this part, and thereupon
meaning and evaluation about Lee Jong-Gi’s Neo-Confucian position can
be drawn naturally.

First of all, if we look into the theory of lilprinciple]-kilmaterial
force), both sides basically took the position of the theory of JulilF¥Es]
which was originated by Chu Hsi and Lee Hwang. However, if we take
one step further, we can see that they revealed some differences in many
issues. For example, while the school of Hanju(Lee Jin-Sang and his
disciples like Heo Yu, Yun Ju-Ha, Kwak Jong-Seok) tried to emphasize
the distinction between li and ki by way of revealing more the aspect of
Juli, Lee Jong-Gi tried to emphasize the harmony and coexistence of li
and ki. In regard to the theory of human mind and nature, the school of
Hanju, by advocating the theory that human mind is 1li(CEIEER], took
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different stance against Lee Jong-Gi who held fast to Lee Hwang's
theory of human mind as the integration of li-ki(.tvEF5%ER).

Yet, the difference of both positions is at the same time a kind of
structural problem that cannot be dissolved easily. It is due, first, to
the disparity discovered from the theory itself of Neo-Confucian scholars
such as Chu Hsi, second, to the fact that there still remains a problem
that among various immanent implications of a scholar which aspect is
to be considered most importantly.

At this point, we need to add some evaluation in regard to Lee
Jong-Gi’s Neo-Confucian position. Basically he got his root of
Neo-Confucian understanding from Lee Hwang's theory of co-arousal of
li-ki (& A##R) and theory of human mind as the integration of li-ki.
Therefore, he was skeptical to the Neo-Confucian position that had
excessive emphasis on the arousal of 1i(¥%) and the arousal of ki. This
kind of position as well as the critique of the theory of Jukil(F#i] of
the school of Giho has a much greater deal of weight, but in the
meanwhile it is related to self-reflective attitude within the school of
Toegye against the tendency to interpret everything mostly with regard
to li. This tendency had been developed as the theory of Juli of the
school of Toegye had been handed down to later generations. From this
aspect, we can see that while the school of Hanju led by Lee Jin-Sang
had taken over Toegye Studies form the idealistic position centered on
idea based on the theory that li is superior, Lee Jong-Gi can be called
‘a realistic successor of Toegye Studies” who adhered to the position to
recover the equilibrium of thought by way of moving the school of
Toegye’s traditional Neo-Confucian thought into more realistic position
after paying more attention relatively to the ontological location of ki.

Chu Hsi, Lee Hwang, Lee Jin—Sang, Lee Jong—Gi, school of Hanju, theory that
human mind is li, theory of human mind as the integration of li—ki, theory of
co—arousal of li—ki, theory of Juli
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