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Abstract

An Essay on Ganganhak(7I.5*%5%) and Goryeong Confucian Thoughts
Jeong, Woo—Lak

This study examined the overall features of Goryeong Confucian
thoughts and then prospected its future. First of all, it investigated the
characteristics of Yeongnam Confucian thoughts through a new
hypothesis called ‘Ganganhak based on geographical characteristics of
Goryeong which is located along the shores of the Nakdong River. On
the basis of this, the study looked into the characteristics of Goryeong
Confucian thoughts. This process is significant in that it escaped the
conventional approach to understand Yeongnam Confucian thoughts
based on Toegyehak and Nammyeonghak and that it applied Ganganhak,
that covers the entire nation including the Han River and the Nakdong
River, to Goryeong region.

The term '‘Gangan was created in the process of examining the
features of poetry literature of Yeongnam region and then employed to
renew the understanding of the history of Confucian thoughts on the
region around the Nakdong river. That is, ‘Gangan” was used to recreate
Yeongnamhak, which had been divided into Toegye school on the left
side of the Nakdong river and Nammyeong school on the right side of
the river, into Hanryeo school in the regions around rivers to build
communicative and cooperative Yeongnamhak. Given that the term
Gangan emerged under the awareness of such problems, it can be said
that Ganganhak is Confucian thoughts created in the area from Sangju
to Changwon in the 16th century. If Ganganhak is further expanded, it
may develop into a concept that renews the understanding of Korean
studies based on rivers.

It was through regions around the rivers that Korean Confucianism
was imported, and later Sarim faction also grew up. This is proved by
the fact that Gil Jae, Kim Suk-ja, Kim Jong-jik and Kim Goeng-pil
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pursued their studies and carried out academic activities in the regions
around the rivers. Sarim faction emerged in Goryeong region while Kim
Suk-ja was the country magistrate called 'Hyeongam’ of Goryeong.
Later, Sarim faction took root in Goryeong due to the efforts of Kim
Jong-jik’s descendants who settled down in the region. Ganganhak is
characterized by the conciliation of Gihohak and Yeongnamhak or
Toegyehak and Nammyeonghak, practicality based on wide knowledge,
and creativity based on the new perception of the world. Goryeong
region located around the river was closely related to the characteristics
of Ganganhak and had its own geographical peculiarities.

As for the conciliation, Goryeong Confucian thoughts were more
conciliated with Toenamhak than with Giryeonghak. Especially it was
more conciliated with Nammyeonghak, a part of Toenamhak. Therefore,
the features of Goryeong Confucian thoughts can be examined though
the development of Nammyeonghak. Practical mind based on practicality
were embodied into interests in history and Uibyeong’s activities, which
are the biggest features of Goryeong Confucian thoughts. With regard to
creativity, Park, I-jang’s possibility of accepting Wang Yang-ming School
and Lee In-jae’s Confucian reform though the instruction of Western
philosophy can be discussed. Given all this, it is expected that Goryeong
Confucian thoughts will develop further in the future by maintaining the
geographical features of Goryeong region and building the dynamic
relationship among its features, conciliation, practicality and creativity.

Kanganhak, region around the Nakdong River, Goryoeng Confucian thoughts,
Gihohak, Yeongnamhak, Toegye school, Nammyeong school, Hanryeo school,

conciliation, practicality, creativity
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