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Banryong Temple(##E<F) at Goryoung( /&%)
and Chewon(#876)’s Thought of Hwa0om

Chae, Sang-Sik

This article examines the historical features of the thoughts and
faith which Banryong Temple at Goryoung had displayed in Koryo
Dynasty. To begin with, the interrogations of written sources on
Banryong Temple shows that it had been built up at the same time
when Haein Temple had been set up in the year three of King Aejang of
Silla(A.D. 802). It is more likely that the multi story-stone pagoda
handed down up to now at Banryong Temple had been elected at the
middle of Koryo.

Of the written sources, there is a public notice(#32) which Sejo of
Yilan had granted. It seems that it had granted not to Banryong Temple
but to Mt. Banryong south of Changwon where the Mongolians had
stayed at that time.

According to SongbanryongyeodaesaseoGEUSHEAIKANF), it was the master
successor Yoil(%—) who had really established Banryong Temple. He, an
older uncle of Lee In-Ro(1152~1220), was the master successor of
Heungwang Temple and had been suspected of conspiring to do harm to
Choi Choong-Heon. Probably, he intended to rehabilitate Hwadmjong
order estranged from central power going out from Gaekeong into
Banryong Temple. He may have directed toward the consolidation of
solidarity between temples of Hwadmjong at Kyeongsang region having
Banryong Temple as a stronghold.

Meanwhile, Chewon held newly the Joobeop(F&) position under the
reign of King Choongsook. As the Lees of Gyeongjoo, he was an older
brother of Lee Jehyeon, remained several sources to Saganpan of Haein
Temple, and had copied Hwaom Sutra. The interrogation of his writings
shows that he had stressed the faith of Avalokitésvara(i#&) and claimed



for his virtues and miracles by this faith. He even displayed the trend
of thought combined with a folk belief. Thus, Chewon’s Hwadm of the
fourteen century had failed to present the thought taken a step forward
by exhibiting their vision of Buddhism inclined to a faith.

The central to this thought was the faith of Avalokitésvara, which
was a common trend of the Buddhist milieu at that time. This was an
output of making every effort to search the actual salvation from the
terrible real of successive wars and the control by other peoples.

Initially, the faith of Avalokitésvara was conventionally a naive faith
closed with folk after it had mixed with the tale of Naksan
Avalokitésvara from the age of Uisang(3&i#) on. By that time, it
combined with the mystic factors focused on the virtues and miracles
and became to be prosperous as an expensive faith of the aristocracy. It
can be said that this dual character of it had been reflected on the
Buddhist paintings, the copies of the Sutras, and the large scale
Buddhist services. The copies of the Sutras related by Chewon
demonstrates that he did not keep away from the aristocratic trends,
though he had succeed to the practical and popular trends of Hwadm.

Banryong Temple, Yoil, Chewon, the Faith of Avalokitésvara, Copies of the
Sutras, Public notice granted by Sejo of Yiian
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