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Abstract

An Amendment to the Articles on the Foreign Relationship
of the 10th Century Koryo Dynasty

Chang, Dong—lk

This essay is to amend the articles on the foreign relationship of the
early Koryo dynasty in the ‘Powerful Familes' chapter of History of
Koryo by examining other korean, chinese and Japanese literature of
the same period. This amendment contains some new material showing
that Koryo dynasty had relationship with some of the Ten Kingdoms
such as Wuyue, Southern Tang and Min. This Essay also aims at to
provide some essential material on the relationship between the early
Koryo and Japan, which was not mentioned at all in History of Koryo.
This essay shows that the articles written in the Powerful Familes'
chapter of History of Koryo have following problems ;

First, it is said that the briefness of the Powerful Familes chapter
of History of Koryo is due to the loss of ChildaeSillok by a fire.
However, we cannot exclude a possibility that the restored edition of
ChildaeSillok itself had brief explanation on the foreign relationship.

Secondly, History of Koryo was written by transforming ChildaeSillok
from the chronological system to the subjects system. In this process
many of articles on the foreign relationship may had been either
omitted or scattered into other chapters. This may explain why the
‘Powerful Familes chapter of History of Korvo is so brief.

Thirdly, the Powerful Familes chapter of History of Koryo may had
been based on other material beside ChildaeSillok. Many of error in
contents and dates in the matter of the foreign relationship seem to
have been due to misunderstanding these material. Many facts from

from these material may have been omitted in the Powerful Familes
chapter of History of Koryo because of either similarity or difference
between them and ChildaeSillok.
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