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Abstract

Characteristics of Maechondongyak(##{li#9) in Koryoung(i %
and the Unity of its Residents

Woo, In—Soo

This article analyzed Maechondongyak (M#1E#Y ; regional regulations in
Maechondong) which was practiced in Maechonlee (HFFH), Koryoung(=&) in
Kyongsang district in the early 19th century. The Ohs, aristocrat, descended
from ruined Northern doctrinal faction was leading Dongyak(JE#J ; regional
regulations). However, Oh Yeo-eun and his son, Oh Ik-hwan, who launched
into politics as major power of the Northern doctrinal district in the reign of
late king Seonjo and king Kyanghyegun, were banished because of king Injo's
restoration. This event was a heavy blow to the Oh's. Since then, their part of
descendants went to Maechonlee in Koryoung and settled there cultivating
devastated land. Being prudent with less political activity the family recovered its
power and they reached to make Dongyak and practiced it. Maechondongyak(regional
regulations in Maechondong), currently stored in the Oh's head house, consists of
preliminary remarks., 30 provisions, Maepyungseondolkisa (M#FigEE) ., a record
about artificial ditch in Maepyung field.

The contents of Dongyak included basically arrangement and management
of pool, the structure and management of it. Characteristic parts are
articles about joint payment of taxation and mutual assistance when they
went though hardships. Particularly, when it comes to mourning there are
8 articles in total and this shows how they layed emphasis on that part.
Otherwise there were few clauses dealing with edification. This phenomenon
reflects that power the lower classes hold was getting stronger. Considering
that it was general tendency. This phase is quite important in that it
gives clues that Dongyak was been changing more practical and directly
helpful to people’s life.

Oh Kyung-jung, a leader of Dongyak(regional regulations), made artificial
ditch so as to complete small public works to save Maepyung field from
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flooding, when it is a spell of rainy weather, it became safer that
flooding water sent to a outer river in a plain by establishing an arti-
ficial ditch, paved its bed with stone. By this way, they built stacks
preventing fields from being ruined from flooding. This is rated as a
result of unions of inhabitants and it was based on Dongyak(regional
regulations), leaded by Oh Kyung-jung.

In conclusion, Maechondongyak(regional regulations in Maechondong)
reflected the reality which was hard for the nobility to control and go-
vern residents with lopsided way. Also, we can see intense efforts of
upper classes to achieve predominant position in country districts.

Koryoung(=8), Dongyak((R#), Maechondongyak(#+E#5 ; Regional regulations
in Maechondong), Oh Kyung—jung, Seondol(f&2€), Baedorang, Artificial ditch
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