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Abstract

The Academic Tradition of the Yeongnam Area and
the Trend of the Confucian Scholars at Goryeong in the Joseon Dynasty

Sul, Suk—Kyu

This research is intended to identify the cultural characteristics of
the Goryeong region from the ideological viewpoint in order to contribute
to the establishment of regional studies. The region of Goryeong is
favored with the natural environment of beauty and its fertile soil, which
provied a conducive atmosphere for Confucian studies, as well as economic
and social bases for the local nobility and scholars. Geographically, Goryeong
which neighbors Hapcheon, Seongju and Hyeonpung accepted diverse studies
in complex ways. The Confucian scholars at Goryeong learned Tacism from
Kim Goeingpil, who was from Hyeonpung and resided in hapcheon. They laid
the foundation for Confucian studies. They then learned Nammyeong Studies,
which arose from Hapcheon, and kept pace with the universal world view of
the Confucian scholars in Gyeongsangudo by associating with Jeong
Inhong. They also tried incorporating Toegye Studies through associating
Jeong Gu, who shuttled between Jo Sik and Lee Hwang.

As seen above, the Confucian scholars in Goryeong worked towards
strengthening Nammyeong Studies and incorporating Toegye Studies. Kim
Myeon and Oh Un played a leading part. Kim Myeon, who was native to
Goryenong, raised this attitude by clearly distinguishing right from wrong
and never compromising with injustice. He kept a close relationship with
not only Jeong Inhong and Gwak Jaeu, but also Jeong Gu, and
contributed to the settlement of Nammyeong Studies in Goryeong. Oh Un
learned from Jo Sik the attitude of clearly distinguishing right from
wrong and never compromising with injustice. At the same time, by Lee
Hwang, he was taught the philosophical logic for perceiving the reality
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and responding to it in a more flexible way. Thus, he provided a
foothold for establishing a complex academic system which could apply
to both Nammyeong Studies and Toegye Studies.

As a result, unlike the other Confucian scholars in the Yeongnam area
who chose either Nammyeong Studies of Toegye Studies, the Confucian
scholars in Goryeong both reinforced Nammyeong Studies and tried to
incorporate Toegye Studies. After King Injo succeeded the dethroned
Gwanghae, Toegye Studies and Nammyeong Studies became similar to
each other in a measure and survived, which was attributed to the
efforts of the Confucian scholars in Goryeong. They worked towards the
fusion of these two academic lines, which led to the real entity and
historic place of Gangan Studies in which the Confucian scholars in
Goryeong played a leading part.

Regoinal Studies, Taoism, Nammyeong Studies, Toegye Studies, Practicability,
Rationality, Gangan Studies
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